The Wittenberg Witness

The Monthly Edition of Wittenberg Lutheran Church’s Newsletter

Greetings, Wittenberg family,

Lent begins this month, starting with Ash Wednesday on the
18th. During our Wednesdays in Lent, our services will be
Holden Prayer. We will also have a short homily on various Old
Testament events and how they point to Jesus Christ’'s death and
resurrection and to the Christian life. The themes are as follows:

2/25 The Passover

3/4 Jonah and the Whale

3/11  The Parting of the Red Sea

3/18  Wandering in the Wilderness

3/25 Three Youths in the Fiery Furnace from the Book of
Daniel

These services will be an opportunity for us to center ourselves
in Christ through prayer and better be prepared for Holy Week
and the celebration of the Easter season.

Many of us will be celebrating Valentine’s Day on February

14th. However, as we begin Lent this month, | am reminded of
the love that knows no limits, no end, the love of God in Christ
Jesus. ltis this sacrificial and self-giving love that is revealed to
us in the life-giving cross, on which Jesus pours out his life to the
point of death, so that love and life would have the final word and
not sin and death. Holy Scriptures are clear that God’s people
are called to love God with all their heart, soul, and might and
their neighbor as themselves. And, this love is not just emotional
love but love in concrete action. May we daily show the love of
Christ, self-giving love, to those we have a relationship with, and
to those in our community, and the world who are in need of help
and love. The love we show on Valentine’s Day should be a
small token of the love we show others each and every day, each
and every moment of our lives, in the big and, especially, in the
daily little mundane things we do to help ease someone’s burden
and enhance their joy of life.

Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Keith

GATHERED IN BAPTISM + FED BY WORSHIP + SENT OUT AS SERVANTS

February 2026

ELCA VISION:

Claimed by God’s grace for
the sake of the world, we
are a new creation through
God’s living word by the
power of the Holy Spirit;

Gathered by God’s grace for
the sake of the world, we
will live among God’s
faithful people, hear God'’s
word and share Christ’s
supper;

Sent by God'’s grace for the
sake of the world, we will
proclaim the good news of
God in Christ through word
and deed, serve all people
following the example of
our Lord Jesus, and strive
for justice and peace in all
the world.




Hello Church Family,

As we move into February, | want to thank you for your continued
faithfulness, prayers, and commitment to our church community. The
start of a new year often brings both hope and challenge and your
support for one another and our community reflects Christ’s love in a
meaningful way. For this year, February means the start of the Lenten

season, a time of reflection, renewal and spiritual growth. | encourage
you to participate in the upcoming Lenten services! Council has been very busy working on
new and old goals for our church, preparing for All Committee Night on February 15, 2026 at
7 PM, seeking a volunteer to lead our KICS program and many other projects. Please feel
free to reach out to me at wiccouncilpres@gmail.com with any ideas, questions or concerns
you may have for me or our Council members.

Yours In Christ,
Cher Davis

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT INFORMATION:

GETZ, Keith - Pastor
803-607-5956(m)
revgetz@yahoo.com

DAVIS, Cher (2026-2027)
President, Mutual Ministry Chair
803-360-7361
wlccouncilpres@gmail.com

GUERETTE, Michael (2024-2026)
Vice President, Cemetery Chair
803-553-0261 (m)
michaelguerette066@gmail.com

SHEALY, Brent
Treasurer
803-532-9273 (w)
803-429-5198 (m)
bshealy@sc.rr.com

brent.shealy@economyfurniture.com

DORITY, Betsy (2024-2026)

Secretary, Christian Education Chari

803-422-0736 (m)
bets131@gmail.com

KRAMER, Connie
Financial Secretary
803-532-5558 (h)
bgsu72scus@yahoo.com

BANKS, Toshia (2026-2028)
Parish Life Chair
803-687-0188
tbnaks@hotmail.com

BLACK, Debbie (2024-2026)
Preschool Chair
803-413-5692
dblack373@yahoo.com

BURNS, Marti (2026-2028)
Evangelism/Christian Care Chair
803-960-8594
Carolburns703@yahoo.com

DAVIS, Taylor (2025-27)
A/V T Chair, Youth Chair
803-687-1249 (m)
taylorndavis.3@gmail.com
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DICKEY, Eric (2026-2028)
Endowment Chair
803-227-9046
ericsdickey@gmail.com

FRICK, Ricky (2025-27)
Social Ministry Co-Chair
803-206-5824 (m)
barryraces24@gmail.com

HENDRIX, Kimberly (2025-27)
Social Ministry Co-Chair
803-413-8779
khendrix75.kh@gmail.com

ST. JEAN, Jimmy (2026-2028)
Stewardship & Finance Chair
803-348-5449
uscauditor@gmail.com

TIFFNER, Patricia (2024-2026)
Worship & Music Chair
803-271-1220
patriciatiffner@gmail.com

Church

Council
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Preschool Newsletter

O R e

WINTER

This month we are learning about winter. We have
used the book The Mitten to learn sequencing and
order of events in the story. The students have
learned about arctic animals and how they stay
warm. The afterschool class used “ice cubes” to build
houses. Students also enjoyed a visit from the local
librarian.



Financials
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YTD Offering Summary
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$ 9,633 $ 48,002
December YTD
S 29,252 $ 380,276
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Seing in the
Food Pantry this
month:

Friday, February 6:
Volunteers Needed

Saturday, February 7:
Volunteers Needed

Friday, February 13: Rondoll
Watson, JoAnn Williams

Saturday, February 14:
Volunteers Needed

Friday, February 20:
Volunteers Needed

Saturday, February 21:
Debbie Reynolds, Marti
Burns

Friday, February 27: Rondoll
Watson, JoAnn Williams

Saturday, February 28:
Volunteers Needed

Serving In Worship

This Month:

GREETERS: Todd & Cher Davis

ALTAR GUILD: Wendy Epting,
Laura Getz, Pam Humphries, Torry

Dickey

USHERS (8:30):

1 Eric Dickey
8 Eric Dickey
15 Eric Dickey
22 Eric Dickey

USHERS (11:00): Chris Taylor, Tom

Sawyer

LAY READER: Steven Humphries

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS: Pam &
Steven Humphries

SUNDAY SCHOOL OPENING: Tom

Sawyer

ACOLYTES:

1
8

Mary Dority
James Shealy

15 Emma Kate Gresham

18 Ella Frick (Ash Wednesday)
22 Minnie Lynn Antonovich
25 TBD (Midweek)
ALMSBEARER:

1 Benjamin Barnes

8 Jack Shealy

15 Carson Dority

18 Ellie Getz (Ash
Wednesday)

22 Shayla Bedenbaugh

CRUCIFER:
1 Gary Barnes
8 Graham Watson

15 Ansley Gresham
18 Zane Price (Ash
Wednesday)

22 Jack Bouknight

ALTAR FLOWERS:

1 By: Gregory & Betsy Dority
8 By: Family of Violet Watson
15 By: Harriet Householder
22 By: Sponsors Needed

BBW:

1 First Sunday Lunch

8 Sheila Caughman

15 Sonya Cary

22 Last Sunday Breakfast

TELLERS:

1 Michael Guerette, Kim
Hendrix

8 Jimmy St. Jean, Patricia
Tiffner

15 Toshia Banks, Debbie Black
22 Marti Burns, Cher Davis

%W&MWWWWW,
Fnow @SEDP so a substitute
mg&ﬂm\;ﬂﬂa. gybﬂ/ﬂ/ﬁ)ﬂm&.



Parish Events & Announcements:

Soup Kitchen: The soup kitchen will be serving on Saturday, FEBRUARY 28, 10:30am -
12n. Please contact Jennifer Spradley or Jennifer Patrick with any questions, donations,
or volunteer times.

Coffee and Conversation will take place on Mondays at 9:00 a.m.

Dorcas Quilters: Dorcas Quilters group meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at
10:00am on the 3rd floor of the educational building. You do not need prior experience
with sewing nor quilting to join us.

Lutheran Men: The monthly Lutheran Men meeting will take place on Monday, February
23 at 7:00 p.m.

Noisy Offering: Noisy Offering will take place on the third Sunday of each month
(February 15)

First Sunday Lunch will take place on February 1 after 11:00 Worship and will be
sponsored by the Youth.

Coffee and Conversation will take place each Monday at 9am.

The 2026 Flower Calendar still has several dates available! If you have a special date
that you would like, be sure to sign up as soon as possible! The cost has increased
slightly to $86 this year. You can also give Becky a call in the office to sign up! (803)532-
4636. Please remember to state who you would like to honor or remember when you
sign up on the flower calendar.

South Carolina Lutheran Men in Mission’s 83™ annual Convention will take place on
February 21, 2026. Registration and Fellowship begins at 9 and Convention begins at
10. The convention will be held at Living Springs Lutheran Church and Child
Development Center, 4224 Hardscrabble Road, Columbia, South Carolina 29223, phone
803 736 0661. We also invite you as a past President to the Past President’s dinner on
the 20" of February 2026 at 6:00pm with dinner starting at 6:30pm. Also, remember the
Navy Blue Blazer challenge that our Executive Director placed on us at the last year’s
dinner. Click here for more information

CIRCLE INFORMATION:

Circle Date Time Place Leader/Hostess
Morning February 4 10:00 a.m. Hebrews Café Rebecca Dasher
Circle IV February 11 11:00 a.m. Home of Wendy Epting | Virginia Nichols
Circle L February 2 6:00 p.m. Home of Betsy McEwen



file:///C:/Users/Secretary/OneDrive/Documents/2026/BULLETINS/JANUARY/Invitation%20Letter%20to%20Convention%202026.docx

L \INISTRY

At Wittenberg Luthe_r;n 2026

Hey, Middle and High School Youth!
You are all invited to join in these activities of faith formation, fun, and
service this February. Check it out!

February 1 — First Sunday Lunch Sponsors

February 8, 8:30 am & 11:00 am — Souper Bowl of Caring fundraiser for
Wittenberg Food Pantry

February 13, 7-9 pm Valentine's Grams Youth fundraiser

February 17, 5:30-7:30 pm — Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

February 28, 9-12 am — Soup Kitchen Helpers

Youth Faith Formation Activities occur every week in Sunday School @
9:50am. Confirmation Youth have a complimentary program along with this

calendar of fun and service activities.

+++

Summer Trip Opportunities:
-NovusWay Camps (Wittenberg pays 50% registration)
-Summer Youth Service & Fun Trip to Coastal SC TBD

+++
Additional detail will be published about each event as it gets closer. For now,
please mark your calendars!!

Update contact information here or email wittenbergyouth@gmail.com.
Shareable Google Calendar link here.

7



https://novusway.org/summer-camps/
https://forms.gle/neTmWPAwonU8seg87
mailto:wittenbergyouth@gmail.com
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/3?cid=d2l0dGVuYmVyZ3lvdXRoQGdtYWlsLmNvbQ

| WITHIN THE WITTENBERG FAMILY

BIRTHDAYS

Channing Blankenship 2/1 Robert Epting 2/19
Jessica Rish 2/ Chloe Osment 2/19
William Barnes 2/2 Abby Belcher 2/21
Todd Long 2/5 Crissie Kirby 2/21
Aubrey Rodgers 2/6 Rhiannon Rauton  2/22
Lisa Cook 2/7 Taylor Davis 2/23
Sally Sherman 2/8 Emma Kate Gresham
Elizabeth Hunter ~ 2/12 2124
Skyler Frick 2/15 Athena Nichols 2/24
Kayce Shealy 2/15 Freida Banks 2/27
Justin Trotter 2/15 Heather Gresham 2/27
Matt Shealy 2/16 Emily Davis 2/28
Dawn Bedenbaugh  2/17 Pamela Taylor 2/29
Brenda Burkett 2017
ANNIVERSARIES

Jimmy & Joyce Banks

Todd & Amanda Antonovich

2/13

2/14

LET US PRAY FOR OUR MEMBERS:
Mary Cook
Helen Dasher
Debbie Reynolds
Jeff Shealy
Charlie Long
Jenna Rogers
Lavonia Frick
Robert Epting
Otho Shealy
LET US PRAY FOR FRIENDS & FAMILY:

Tommy Epting (brother of Robert Epting)

Elliot Collier (son-in-law of Brenda Burkett)

Phil & Carolyn Reuther (parents of Laura Getz)
Edwin Watson (brother of Rondoll Watson)

Dylan Burns (nephew of Marti Burns)

Cheri Crouch (sister of Charlie Long)

Robin Orillion (mother of Justin Trotter)

Kaye Shirey (friend of Sonya Cary)

Kirby Winstead (family of Sonya Cary)

Lori Norris (friend of Ross & Sonya Cary)

Cooper Baker & Family (friends of Sonya Cary)
Marie Wicker (friend of Donice Frick)

Casey Adams (cousin of the Frick families)
Rebecca Kearse (friend of Mike & Virginia Nichols)
Michael Hayes (son-in-law of Henrietta Gill)

Mary Fore (sister of Pastor Lisa Isenhower)

Don Cloud (son of Mary Moak)

Joe Lewis (cousin of Becky Hughes)

Edwin McGee (uncle of Sonya Cary)

Charles Kennedy (son of Carlisle and Brook Kennedy)
Wayne Waring (brother of Linda Guerette)

The Fincher Family (friends of the Dashers)
Amber Morelli (granddaughter of Becky Taylor)
Dr. Virginia Summerall

Bobby & Don Wiseman (friends of Ann Nichols)
Vancella Gantt (friend of the Dority’s and Shealy’s)
Calvin Benson (brother of Toshia Banks)

Donna Padgett (friend of Sonya Cary)

Rich Vivano (family of the Sawyers)

Travis Trotter (friend of the Cary family)

Freida Banks
Doris Freeze
Sherie Todd
Jarrod Frick
Ernestine Sharpe
Pastor Keith

ARMED FORCES: .

Karl Smith
Jon Rogers Capt. Will Cary
Ross Shealy Abigail Sherman
Elijah M. Sherman Nathan Rogers
Rob Laws Emily Sherman

Wesley Dyson

WE REMEMBER:

Tobie & Chester Plunkett (in-laws of Debbie Reynolds)
!\garvin Epting

Jackie Frick

Bart Pensa (son-in-law of Eddie & Sarah Holley)



Approved Council Meeting Minutes, January 11, 2026:

Members present: Cher Davis, Toshia Banks, Marti Burns, Connie Kramer, Betsy Dority, Brent Shealy, Jimmy St.
Jean, Ricky Frick, Kim Hendrix, Michael Guerette, Pastor Keith, Patricia Tiffner, Debbie Black and Eric Dickey.

I.
.
V.

V.
VI

VIL.

VIII.

Cher called the meeting to order 7:00pm.

Cher offered a devotion focusing on James 1:5 encouraging our Council to be good leaders.

Prayer Concerns - Jeffery Shealy, Linda Price, Mary Cook, Helen Dasher, and Ross Cary. Good News at
Wittenberg - Happy Birthday Kim and Pastor Keith! EKG went well for Pastor Keith.

Pastor's Report — Pastor Keith emailed his report earlier in the week but highlighted we had good
Christmas Eve attendance. Combined in both services we had 242 which is up 20 from 2024. Next, he
will start to work on Lenten Services. Michael motioned to accept Pastor’'s Report and Ricky seconded.
Financial Secretary’s Report- Connie emailed report earlier in the week. We had very generous
donations in December. Ricky motioned to accept Connie’s report and Patricia seconded.

Treasurer’s Report — Brent reviewed the Balance Sheet. We ended the month outside of Hare Reserve
at $83,355.96. $44,000 is unrestricted. With the Hare Reserve, our balance is $111,830.96. We had a
very strong year of regular offerings, up 3.6%. Endowment Fund also increased $22,000 compared to
2024. Brent explained “Other Designated Offering Payees” is where the ELCA Good Gifts (collected over
$2000) or other similar offerings go in then come back out. Patricia motioned to accept Brent’s report
and Debbie seconded.

President’s Report — Cher reported we have 3 Workplace Anniversaries - Randy Fellers, Rachel Young,
Mary Ann Shealy. We will recognize them Sunday, 1/18. Cher went over Committee assignments and
the Devotion schedule for each Council meeting.

Committee Reports

-A/V&T: Taylor Davis- No report

-Cemetery: Michael Guerette- No Report

-Christian Education: Betsy Dority. We will start planning the Easter Egg Hunt.

-Endowment: Eric Dickey- Endowment Committee will meeting monthly until Grants are awarded and
also will meet with Edward Jones. Eric plans to come in on last of S&F meeting to talk about Endowment
each month.

-Evangelism & Christian Care: Marti Burns- No report.

-Mutual Ministry: Cher Davis- No report.

-Parish Life: Toshia Banks- She is working on BBW and 15t Sunday Lunch schedules.

-Pre-School: Debbie Black- The Preschool Committee is looking for a new member.

-Property: Cher Davis (Council Liaison) - Dominion will convert fluorescent lights in new building
(Fellowship Hall, Preschool area, Bathrooms) to LED lights. All tables and chairs will need to be moved
for this work to be done. WLC is responsible for $672 for this work. 1/19-1/21 Jay Shumpert will start
painting all areas in the new building (Fellowship Hall, Preschool area, bathrooms, Commons Area,
Kitchen). He will possibly work during evenings around the Preschool. This project will cost $20,815.20.
The Preschool will help cover some of this cost.

-Social Ministry: Ricky Frick, Kim Hendrix- Kim reported the Soup Kitchen served 127 families and the
Food Pantry served 318 families.

-Stewardship & Finance: Jimmy St. Jean- S&F met tonight and will continue to meet monthly before
Council meetings.

-Strategic Planning: Cher Davis- No report

-Worship & Music: Patricia Tiffner- Rebecca Reed and Jarrod Frick will hold OSJ training at end of
February. Torrey Dickey is joining the Altar Guild Committee. Shrove Tuesday is 2/17. The Youth will
host the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper. We had discussion on not offering BBW on the same
Sundays as 1%t Sunday Lunches. Eric motioned to not have BBW during 15t Sunday Lunch Sundays.
Marti seconded. All approved.

-Youth: Taylor Davis- No report.

Michael motioned to accept Committee Reports and Ricky seconded. All approved.

New Business

-Our February Council meeting and all-committee night will be moved to 2/15 due to the Super Bowil.
Council will meet at 6:00 followed by All-Committee night at 7:00.

Old Business

-Council committee reports for Yearbook were due by Dec 31.

-From discussions in S&F Committee meeting earlier, Brent mentioned contributing an extra 10% from
our year-end balance to the Synod. $5,000 to Synod, $2,000 to Lutheran Retreat Centers, $2,000 to
Social Services of Carolinas and $2,000 to Lutheran Homes. Jimmy motioned to contribute $11,000 from
WLC to various Lutheran organizations and services as they feel needed. Pastor will help to give
recommendations for Lutheran organizations to contribute to. Ricky seconded. All approved.

Our meeting was adjourned at 7:52pm. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted, Betsy Dority
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The Youth will be collecting donations for the annual Souper Bowl of
Caring at both services on Sunday, February 8th. Offerings collected

SOU ER for this event will benefit the Wittenberg Food Pantry. More info about

Souper Bowl of Caring from tacklehunger.org

All Committee Meeting Night will take place on February 15 at
7pm. Council will meet at 6pm that same evening.

MEETINGS =
¢ o The Youth will be putting Valentines Grams in people’s yards for a $20
A ‘/ donation on February 13. Please see Taylor Davis or a youth member
?/: if you are interested!
Dear Friends,
THANKS!

Ty Doy TN ARy Thank you! With your gift, a beautiful multipurpose chapel is coming
closer to reality at Camp Kinard! THANK YOU for your generous
wMANme “““:; gift of $3,000 to the Building+Renewing+Believing: Holy Spaces
Campaign. Thank you for your generous support and investment in
\'\_‘H K < "= the future of South Carolina Lutheran Retreat Centers as we
mmw st THANKS] provide holy spaces for God to change lives!

7m\m Blessings and peace,
Dallas J. Shealy, Executive Director, SC Lutheran Retreat Centers

THANRS gy

Wittenberg Lutheran Youth Group will host the annual Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper at Wittenberg Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall on
Tuesday, February 17 from 5:30-7:30 pm. Tickets are $10/ea. Dine-In
or Carry-Out. The menu will consist of pancakes and toppings,
sausage, fruit, and drink. All proceeds benefit the Wittenberg Lutheran
Youth Group.

Please see a youth member for tickets.

Lenten Worship Schedule

2/18 Ash Wednesday Service-7pm

During our Wednesdays in Lent, our services will be Holden Prayer. We will also
have a short homily on various Old Testament events and how they point to
Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection and to the Christian life. The themes are
as follows:

2/25 The Passover

3/4 Jonah and the Whale

311 The Parting of the Red Sea

3/18  Wandering in the Wilderness

3/25 Three Youths in the Fiery Furnace from the Book of Daniel



http://tacklehunger.org/

EARLY SERVICE—8:30 A.M. + SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9:50 A.M. + WORSHIP SERVICE - 11:00

Sunday

1
8:30 AM Worship
9:30AM Sunday
School Opening
11:00 AM
Worship/Holy
Baptism
First Sunday
Lunch
Sponsored
by Youth

Girl Scout Sun.
8:30 AM Worship
9:30 AM Sunday
School Opening
10:35 AM BBW
11:00 AM Worship

SOUPER
L

15
Noisy Offering
8:30 AM Worship
9:30AM Sunday
School Opening
10:35 AM BBW
11:00 AM Worship
6:00 PM Council
7:00 PM All
Committee Night

22

8:30 AM Worship
9:30AM Sunday
School Opening
10:10 AM Last

Sunday

Breakfast
11:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Handbells

February 2020

Monday

2
9:00 AM Coffee and
Conversation

6:00 PM Circle L

9:00 AM Coffee
and
Conversation

16

9:00 AM Coffee and

Conversation
Becky-vacation

23
9:00 AM Coffee
and
Conversation
7:00 PM Lutheran
Men

Tuesday

3

9:30 AM
Preschool Chapel

10

9:30 AM
Preschool Chapel

17
9:30 AM
Preschool Chapel
5:30-7:30 PM
Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Dinner
Becky-vacation

24

9:30 AM
Preschool Chapel

Wednesday Thursday
4 5
Bulletin Deadline 10

a.m.
10:00 AM Morning

Circle
7:30 PM Choir

Practice

11 12

Bulletin Deadline 10
a.m.

1100 AM Circle IV

7:30 PM Choir
Practice

Becky-
vacation

18 19
Bulletin Deadline 10
a.m.
10:00 AM Dorcas
Quilters
7:00 PM Ash
Wednesday
Service
Choir Practice
after service

25 26

Bulletin Deadline 10

a.m.
6:00 PM Dinner
7:00 PM Holden

Evening

Prayer

Choir Practice

after service

Lenten .

Worship

Friday Saturday
6 7

9:00 AM Food 9:00 AM Food
Pantry Open Pantry Open

13 14
9:00 AM Food 9:00 AM Food
Pantry Open Pantry Open
Becky-vacation
7:00-9:00 PM

Valentine Grams Happy
—_—

Valentine's
Day!

20 21
*Newsletter 9:00 AM Food
Deadline Pantry Open
9:00 AM Food 9:00 AM SCLMM
Pantry Open Convention

27 28
9:00 AM Food 9:00 AM Food
Pantry Open Pantry Open

10:30 AM Soup

Please check our calendar on the WLL website htto.//www.wittenbergleesville.org/ for the latest infarmation.
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https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/74045003/event/266063304/2018-07-27

Wittenberg Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 3447
Leesville, SC 29070

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

GATHERED IN BAPTISM + FED BY WORSHIP + SENT OUT AS SERVANTS
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