The Wittenberg Withess

The Monthly Edition of Wittenberg Lutheran Church’s Newsletter June 2026

Greetings, Wittenberg Family,

During June 11-13, Patricia Tiffner, Jerry Price, and | will be going to

West Columbia for SC Synod Assembly. We will be voting on a new

bishop to serve our synod for the next six years. Please, keep us / |
and the rest of the synod in your prayers as we discern who would be 4 \
the best person to serve as our new bishop. May we also be diligent * - ﬁ
in lifting up our new bishop in prayer, especially since they will be cﬁ o ~

dealing with many challenges. If you have never been to synod
assembly, | would encourage you to do it at least once. Itis a great
opportunity to see what other churches are doing in our state,
reconnect with people, and to experience the church as being larger
than just the churches in our community.

| know many of you will be vacationing with your family during the
summer. | hope you have a safe and restful, relaxing time. Going on
vacation is a great time to reconnect with family, go on new
adventures, and get out of our comfort zones. For some, this time is
a transition time, graduating high school/college, and closing that
chapter of their lives, preparing for their next chapter. Please keep
our graduates and their families in your prayers during this time of
change.

Although the rhythm of life is a little different during the summer
months, | encourage you to come to church as often as you

can. There is great power and benefit in gathering together in the
name of Jesus Christ for Word and Sacrament, prayer and
fellowship. Also, please, be mindful that the expenses of the church
still need to be paid during the summer months. Your offering helps
to ensure that we are able to provide a comfortable, safe place for us
to gather in worship to experience the power of the gospel and
encounter Jesus Christ in Holy Communion, proclamation of the

gospel, and fellowship with God’s people, and they help to sustain IN THIS ISSUE
the powerful, life-changing ministries of Christ's Church hear at e Parish Council Reports
Wittenberg. May God watch over your going out and coming in, and e Serving This Month
| look forward to seeing you soon! e Parish Events &
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As we welcome the month of June, we give thanks for the many
blessings God continues to pour over our church family. Even as
summer schedules change, our mission to worship, serve, and care

for one another remains strong.

Thank you for the many ways you support our church through your
time, prayers, and participation. We encourage you to stay connected

this summer and invite others to join us in worship and fellowship.

Wishing you a joyful and restful summer season.

Blessings,

Cher Davis
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GETZ, Keith - Pastor
803-607-5956(m)

DAVIS, Cher (2026-2027)
President, Mutual Ministry Chair
803-360-7361

GUERETTE, Michael (2024-2026)
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803-553-0261 (m)

SHEALY, Brent
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803-532-9273 (w)
803-429-5198 (m)

DORITY, Betsy (2024-2026)
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803-422-0736 (m)

KRAMER, Connie
Financial Secretary
803-532-5558 (h)

BANKS, Toshia (2026-2028)
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BLACK, Debbie (2024-2026)
Preschool Chair
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BURNS, Marti (2026-2028)
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DAVIS, Taylor (2025-27)
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DICKEY, Eric (2026-2028)
Endowment Chair
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FRICK, Ricky (2025-27)
Social Ministry Co-Chair
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HENDRIX, Kimberly (2025-27)
Social Ministry Co-Chair
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ST. JEAN, Jimmy (2026-2028)
Stewardship & Finance Chair
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Financials

Monthly Witness Reporting

as of 4/30/2026
Offering Report April YTD
Regular Offering S 25,466 S 98,626
Food Pantry Offering 3,527 14,580
Total Offering to Budgeted Operations S 28,993 $§ 113,206
Vision 20 + 20 Offering 1,150 1,900
Other Designated Offering/Income S 2,476 S 15,088
Expense Report April YTD
Budgeted Expenses S 31,676 $ 134,623
Actual Expenses 30,431 173,792
Budget vs. Actual - Over/(Under) S 1,245 $  (39,169)
Food Pantry Report April YTD
Expenses S 4,238 S 14,618
Balance S 23,488
Soup Kitchen Report
Balance S 7,641
Fund Report BAL as of 04/26 BAL Last YTD Vision 20+20 Goal
Cemetery Annuity S 203,883 $ 189,572 $ 225,000
Endowment Fund 213,079 181,391 175,000
Vision 20+20 Fund 265,530 250,960
Preschool Report April YTD
Offerings S 50 $ 225
Operating Income 22,610 80,239
Expenses 19,352 84,087
Net S 3,308 $ (3,622)
Ve
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Serving In Worship
This Month:

3o the duly you sere asoigned,
please Lot the chuch off
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Soup Kitchen: The soup kitchen will be serving on Saturday, JUNE 27, 10:30am - 12n.
Please contact Jennifer Spradley or Jennifer Patrick with any questions, donations, or
volunteer times.

Coffee and Conversation will take place on Mondays at 9:00 a.m.

Dorcas Quilters: Dorcas Quilters group meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at
10:00am on the 3rd floor of the educational building. You do not need prior experience
with sewing nor quilting to join us.

Lutheran Men: The monthly Lutheran Men meeting will take place on Monday, June 22
at 7:00 p.m.

Noisy Offering: Noisy Offering will take place on the third Sunday of each month (June
21)

Coffee and Conversation will take place each Monday at 9am.

Bryan Center Clothing Drive: We are collecting children’s, men’s, women’s clothing,
shoes, etc. for the Bryan Center. Please put your donations in a strong bag or box
labeled “Bryan Center” in the Ladies Lounge in the Educational Building. Please do not
leave donations in the room off the Narthex. We will begin collecting donations after
June 12. The donations will be taken to or picked up by the Bryan Center June 30. So
please have your donations to the church by Sunday, June 28. If you have any
questions please ask or call Connie Kramer at 803-532-5558.

Preschool Study Committee Volunteer Opportunity

The Wittenberg Preschool Program provides an important service to our community. As
our community continues to grow, we want to thoughtfully plan for the future of the
Preschool Program and how it can best serve families in the years ahead. We are
forming a study committee to explore the future needs of the program, including
opportunities for growth, space, and long-term planning. If you have an interest in
education, children, planning, or the future of our community, we invite you to participate.
To learn more or volunteer for the committee, please email Debbie Black at
dblack373@yahoo.com.

Taco Tuesday will take place on June 2 at 6:30pm at Mi Rancho.

Join us for the Snowball Mountain Challenge June 7-10, 2026, 6-8pm as we explore
our strength through Christ. There will be an adult class led by Mr. Robert Epting, and
kids aged 3 and up will participate in crafts, games, and Bible stories each night starting
at 6 pm. Volunteers and attendees can register online

at https://wittenberglutheran.mycokesburyvbs.com. Reach out to Kayce Shealy (803-
924-5898, kayceshealy@gmail.com) with any questions or concerns.

CIRCLE INFORMATION:

Circle Date Time Place Leader/Hostess
Morning June 3 10:00 a.m. Hebrews Café

Circle IV Not meeting

Circle L Not meeting
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At Wittenberg Luthe_r;n 2026

Hey, Middle and High School Youth!
You are all invited to join in these activities of faith formation, fun, and
service this June. Check it out!

June 27, 9am-12pm - Soup Kitchen Helpers

Youth Faith Formation Activities occur every week in Sunday School @
9:50am. Confirmation Youth have a complimentary program along with this
calendar of fun and service activities.

+++

Summer Trip Opportunities:
-NovusWay Camps (Wittenberg pays 50% registration)
-Summer Youth Service & Fun Trip to Coastal SC TBD

+++

Additional detail will be published about each event as it gets closer. For now,
please mark your calendars!!

Update contact information here or email wittenbergyouth@gmail.com.
Shareable Google Calendar link here.



https://novusway.org/summer-camps/
https://forms.gle/neTmWPAwonU8seg87
mailto:wittenbergyouth@gmail.com
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/3?cid=d2l0dGVuYmVyZ3lvdXRoQGdtYWlsLmNvbQ
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Diane Spradley 6/1
Sherie Todd 6/1
Koe Blankenship 6/2
Mike Sherman  6/2
Bryan Walker 6/2
Zachary Hunter 6/4
Jimmy Banks 6/5
Karla Powell 6/5
Sophia Dickey  6/6
Jacob Rogers 6/6
Rachel Young 6/7
Jesse Rauton 6/8
Michael Guerette 6/10

Wyatt Hendrix  6/12
Demarion Brown 6/14

Ricky Frick 6/14
Charlie Brock 6/15
Beth McGill 6/15

Desmond Nead 6/16
Jenna Rogers 6/16
Chris Swygert  6/17
Minnie Antonovich

6/19
Ross Cary 6/20
Harriet Householder

6/26
Lan Price 6/28

"JUNE"%

William & Emily Barnes
Pete & Stacy Osment

Justin & Samantha Trotter

Landis & Sheryl Price
Todd & Chancie Frick
Chip & Jennifer Spradley
Ricky & Donice Frick
Keith & Laura Getz
Alden & Jessica Nead
Gary & Mary Ann Sullins

Jimmy & Jennifer St. Jean

Eric & Torry Dickey
Ira & Sue Ruff
Wes & Teresa Laws

Desmond & Megan Brown

Arthur & Brenda Howard

Michael & Jennifer Patrick

Lan & Jennifer Price
Mike & Sally Sherman

6/2
6/3
6/3
6/6
6/7
6/7
6/9
6/14
6/14
6/14
6/15
6/17
6/24
6/25
6/27
6/27
6/28
6/28
6/30

Helen Dasher ]

Debbie Reynolds Freida Banks
Jeff Shealy Doris Freeze
Jenna Rogers Sherie Todd

Lavonia Frick Jarrod Frick
Otho Shealy Ernestine Sharpe
Michael Kramer  Robin Watts

Ben Barnes

Phil & Carolyn Reuther (parents of Laura Getz)
Rich Viviano (family of the Sawyers)

Travis Trotter (friend of the Cary family)
Natalie Derrick (step-daughter of Henrietta Gill)
Ruby Taylor (mother of Jessica Nead)

The Family of Natalie Long

Carmen Todd (mother-in-law of Sherie Todd)
Rudie Tarver (step-father of Cher Davis)

Becky & Larry Taylor

Marie Mitchell (friend of the Cary family)
Charles Kennedy (friend of the Cary family)
Jerry and Lori Norris (friend of the Cary family)
Kirby Winstead (family of the Cary family)
Dylan Burns (nephew of Marti Burns)

Halee Church (friend of Marti Burns)

James Caughman (nephew of Ervin Caughman)
Brenda Eidson (friend of Betsy Dority)

The Long Family

Jamie Etheredge (friend of the Cary family)

Jon Rogers Karl Smith

Ross Shealy Capt. Will Cary
Elijah M. Sherman Abigail Sherman
Rob Laws Nathan Rogers

Wesley Dyson Emily Sherman

Ruby Taylor (mother of Jessica Nead)

Joyce Surrett (mother of Gregg Long)

Edwin McGee (family of the Cary’s)

Charlie Long

Amy Moore (niece of Freida Banks)

Pat Shealy (cousin of the Banks family)

Vera Mae Smith (friend of the Banks family)
Mary Cook



Members present: Cher, Marti, Brent, Jimmy, Connie, Betsy, Ricky, Kim, Michael, Pastor Keith, Taylor, Eric,
Patricia and Debbie.

I.Cher called the meeting to order at 7:04pm.

I1.Devotion - Taylor Davis read a devotion on Psalm 26:3 and God’s steadfast love.

lll.Prayer Concerns — The Nead Family, Happy Birthday to Helen Dasher, Mike Nichols, Greg Long’s family
with the death of his Mother Joyce Surrett, and Cher (back surgery tomorrow).

IV.Pastor's Report — Pastor reported we have 3 confirmands - Nate Rogers (due to a scheduling conflict)
Confirmed on 5/17 at the early service. Jack Shealy and Shayla Bedenbaugh will be Confirmed on
Pentecost, May 24. We are welcoming new members during worship on 5-17-2026: Hazel Short, Elizabeth
Short, and Dee Bedenbaugh. Synod Assembly: Jerry Price and Patricia Tiffner will be lay representatives
for Wittenberg at Synod Assembly at the Brookland Baptist Banquet and Conference Center, West
Columbia, June 11-13. The theme this year is “Created to Create” inspired by Ephesians 2:10. We will be
voting on a new bishop. Please keep us and all at the assembly in your prayers. Debbie motioned to accept
Pastor’s report and Michael seconded.

V.Financial Secretary’s Report — Connie emailed report earlier in the week. Another Thrivent Choice donation
was put into the General Fund. Patricia motioned to accept Connie’s report and Ricky seconded.

VI.Treasurer’'s Report — Brent reported we have a reduced deficit for operations this month. We received the
reimbursement from the Preschool for the painting. Two Vision 20+20 CDs matured and they have both
been updated and renewed. Regular offerings are about the same from last year. Endowment Fund had a
good month. Ended April at $213,079. Unrealized gain $12,000 for the month. Michael motioned to accept
the Treasurer’s report and Jimmy seconded.

VIl.President’s Report — Cher reported we are celebrating Pastor Keith’s 4-year work anniversary! Thank you
for all that you do! First Sunday Lunch June will be hosted by the Christian Education Committee. First
Sunday Lunch in July has been cancelled since it falls on July 4" weekend. We are looking for a volunteer
to be in charge of changing the outside church sign. Connie has been very dedicated in changing the
Church Sign outside but it is time to hand this task over. Patricia volunteered to take this task. Marti
motioned to accept the President’s report and Kim seconded.

VIIl.Committee Reports

A/V&T: Taylor Davis — no report

Cemetery: Michael Guerette — no report

Christian Education: Betsy Dority reported we have Confirmation Sunday next Sunday, 5/24.
Graduation Sunday is 6/7. We have 7 High School Graduates including Jack Bouknight, Demarion
Brown, Wyatt Hendrix, Smith Kirby, Cade Long, Zane Price and Susie Reed. We will also be
recognizing Brett Spradley who is graduating from Charleston School of Law. We are hoping to
recognize Wyatt and Jack on 5/31 during worship as Wyatt will have reported to boot camp and
Jack to Boys State as a counselor. We are also planning VBS which is 6/7-6/10. We are excited to
announce that Robert Epting will be leading the adult class this year in the conference room!
Endowment: Eric Dickey reported they approved 6 applicants for Endowment Grants and had
representation for each here for Endowment Sunday. Everything went well. Debbie motioned to
accept Eric’s report and Michael seconded.

Evangelism & Christian Care: Marti Burns reported they had 12 people using the tent at The SC
Poultry Festival. They have been sending cards out and took dinner to Mike and Virginia. Brent
took meals out for 15t Sunday Lunch. Patricia motioned to accept Marti’s report and Michael
seconded.

Mutual Ministry: Cher Davis — no report

Parish Life: Toshia Banks — no report

Pre-School: Debbie Black reported they met tonight. Graduation program is 5/21 at 6:30 in the
sanctuary. She discussed the needs for the Preschool expansion building. They have a plan from
2018 for a 6,000 staff building including 5 classrooms drawn by Craig Otto. DSS requires 35 staff
per child. There is a need for baby care in our community but this has not been addressed for this
age group yet. Steven and Jimmy to get an analysis for cost and help with the financial side. Had
discussion on weighing options for different types of buildings and also what do we envision for our
Preschool Program. Debbie will get together an exploratory committee to start meeting about a
potential new space. DSS has approved the use of the basement for afterschool activity.
Discussion was had for use of this space. Debbie will find out what the intentions are for using the
basement. Eric made a motion to table this discussion to a side committee. All in favor.
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Property: Cher Davis (Council Liaison) reported Gutter Guard installations have been completed.
Guards could not be placed on the Food Pantry building so they were used on the garage and a
portion of the house. They accepted a quote for $682 to complete the gutter guards on the
parsonage. A portion of the Cemetery fence got damaged along N. Lee St. They are working on
quotes to repair. The toilets in Ladies Lounge have been pulled and resealed to the floor. All
repairs made by Ervin and Todd at no cost to the church. There is water damage above the sink in
the basement. They scheduled our annual termite inspection for 7/7. The police using our church
space during the SC Poultry Festival went well and they were very appreciative. Patricia motioned
to accept Cher’s report and Jimmy seconded. All in favor.
Social Ministry: Kim Hendrix reported the Soup Kitchen served 140 families in April. They would
like to recognize the Pastor and his family, Jennifer Spradley, Elwanda Lorick, Chrissie Kirby, and
Catherine and Mary Rae Oxner for their dedicated service. Additionally, the Food Pantry served
140 families last month. They also prepared 150 bag lunches, thanks to the hard work of Wendy
Epting, Harriet Household, Ruth and Callie Brigham, and Kayce Shealy and her family. Meat was
donated from Christin Ministry Center and Walmart. B-L Post Office also donated canned goods
from a food drive. Last month, Donice began restocking the pantry using online ordering and
delivery through Walmart. We offer a big thank you to her for taking on this new initiative. | have
asked her to let us know if she needs any assistance with receiving deliveries or restocking the
shelves. Michael motioned to accept Kim’s report and Jimmy seconded. Allin favor.
Stewardship & Finance: Jimmy St. Jean reported they did not meet tonight. No major changes.
Eric motioned to accept Jimmy’s report and Patricia seconded. All approved.
Strategic Planning: Cher Davis — no report
Worship & Music: Patricia Tiffner — Confirmation and Pentecost are next Sunday. Holy Trinity
Sunday the following Sunday. The Cross is coming down tomorrow. Marti motioned to accept
Patricia’s report and Eric seconded. All approved.
Youth: Taylor Davis — no report.

IX. Other New Business
Michael needs to switch telling with someone 6/7. Jimmy offered to cover.

X. Old Business
None

XI. We adjourned at 8:34pm. And closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Betsy Dority

Dee Hoover Bedenbaugh grew up here at Wittenberg. She is the twin sister of Jan Shealy, niece of Ann
Nichols, and cousin of Marti Burns. Dee has many fond memories of Sunday School classes, Luther
League, and Lutheridge. Dee says she knows that God has led her here and this feels like home. Dee lives
in Leesville with her 14-year-old granddaughter, Kaiden who is also known as Kyle.

Hazel Short is widowed and has 3 children, Elizabeth, Ed, and Michael (who passed away from a valiant
battle with brain cancer in 1999). A Newberry College graduate, she retired from teaching after 35 years
and continues to work part-time in an after-school program.

Elizabeth Short is also a Newberry College graduate and is a teacher. She has volunteered for 25 years
with Camp Kemo, a camp for children with cancer and blood disorders, in memory of her brother

Michael.

Both Hazel and Elizabeth were raised in Lutheran churches and are excited to join Wittenberg.
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((«Jlm% tulations Graduates!

Smith Kirby graduated from King Academy on 5.22.26
and will attend Tri-County Technical College’s Bridge to
Clemson program in the fall.

Susie Reed will be graduating from Gilbert this
year. She will be attending the Technical College of
the Lowcountry in Beaufort in the fall and wants to
study ultrasound.

Benjamin Wyatt Hendrix is a 2026 graduate of Batesburg-
Leesville High School. Wyatt is the son of Kim and Jay
Hendrix, grandson of Susie Hendrix. Following graduation,
Wyatt will be enlisting in the United States Marine Corps
Reserves and reporting to Parris Island on June 2nd,
returning to enroll at the University of South Carolina in
January to major in Political Science.

Zane Price graduated as a 2026 honor graduate from
Gilbert High School. He has been a Michelin Early
Scholar for two years, and he will continue his
education at Midlands Technical College, majoring in
Mechatronics as a Michelin Scholar scholarship
recipient.
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Jack Bouknight is a graduating senior at Batesburg-Leesville
High School, where he will graduate with honors. During high
school, he also earned his Associate’s Degree in Business
from Midlands Technical College. Jack was actively involved in
athletics and student organizations, participating in football,
baseball, and the weightlifting team, while also serving as an
active member of Beta Club. He was proud to be a member
of the 2025 State Championship Baseball Team. In the fall,
Jack will continue his education at The Citadel.

Demarion Brown, son of Desimond and Megan Brown,
graduated from Gilbert High School Class of 2026. He will be
attending the University of South Carolina Molinaroli College
of Engineering. He is pursuing a major in Mechanical
Engineering and a minor is Aerospace Engineering. While in
college, he also will be coming back to work as an assistant
coach for the Gilbert High School 9t" grade football team this
year as well as working at Economy Furniture.

Cade Long is a graduate of Batesburg-Leesville High School,
where he graduated with honors and was a member of the
Beta Club throughout all four years. During high school, Cade
4 also earned a General Studies Certificate from Midlands

| Technical College. He is grateful for the support of his family,
church, teachers, and friends who have encouraged him
along the way. This fall, Cade will be attending Clemson
University to pursue a degree in Engineering. He looks
forward to this next chapter and the opportunities it will
bring.

Brett Taylor Spradley graduated from Charleston
School of Law on May 16, 2026. Brett has accepted a
Judicial Clerkship in the Sixth Judicial Circuit of SC
under Judge Brian Gibbons. Brett is the son of Chip &
Jennifer Spradley and grandson of Larry & Elwanda
Lorick and Diane Spradley.
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Office Closed for

July 4 -“ '&T’}P A

Please check our calendar on the WLL website http-//www.wittenbergleesville.org/ for the latest infarmation.
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