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The Monthly Edition of Wittenberg Lutheran Church’s Newsletter October 2026

Greetings, Wittenberg family,

Itis hard to believe it is already October! During this month, we b
commemorate the anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. Now, >
it seems to me, the church is always in the process of

reformation. Why, because the church is made up of people, who l

are broken and struggle with sin. We all have sinned (missed the * T (
mark), in being the people Jesus calls us to be. The church >
continues to be in a process of transformation, a movement away
from aligning itself with the powers of the world, both the institutional
powers of human sin and the hidden spiritual powers, that try to pull
us away from our new life in Jesus Christ. Each day is a new
beginning, in which we choose to live in Christ, which is to say, that
we chose to live a life of joyful thanksgiving and self-giving, self-
emptying love.

It is the reforming love of Christ that changes how we treat one
another and the stranger in need. It is the love of Christ that
permeates the very core of our being, saturates us with grace, and
sets us free to love big. Whenever we give of ourselves, our time,
our possessions, and our talents, we express our love for Christ. Our
offerings that we give in worship on Sunday, reveal our commitment
to the mission of Christ and express our love for our Lord and
Savior. The Church is the people of God, but the building provides a
place where Christ-centered community happens, an encounter with
the crucified and risen Lord to change lives, and gives us a place, in
which we can experience heaven on earth.

As we move closer to the end of the year and even closer to the end
of our liturgical year, may we take time out of the busyness of the day
to reexamine our commitment to Christ, our allegiance to him in the
spreading of the gospel. May we take time in the day to give thanks
to God for the daily blessings in our lives, so we can be the |
Eucharistic people, a people who gives God thanks and praise and
joyously gives what we have for the building up of the Body of Christ
at Wittenberg and for the sake of Christ’ mission of love in our
community and the entire world.

Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Keith

GATHERED IN BAPTISM + FED BY WORSHIP + SENT OUT AS SERVANTS



Dear Church Family,

As we welcome the beautiful month of October, we are reminded of
the many blessings that surround us. The changing season gives us
a wonderful opportunity to pause, give thanks, and reflect on God’s
goodness.

Thank you to everyone who continues to support our church through
your prayers, time, talents, and generosity. Our church family is
strengthened when we come together, serve one another, and share God’s love with our

community. Please carefully consider serving on the Church Council. If you would like more details on
what all is involved while serving on Council, please speak with myself or any Council member.

As we look ahead to the coming weeks, | encourage each of us to stay involved, participate in our
church activities, and continue to be a source of encouragement to one another. May we embrace this
season with thankful hearts and a renewed commitment to our church and its ministry.

Wishing you and your families a happy, healthy, and blessed October!

With gratitude and blessings,

Cher Davis
Church Council President

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT INFORMATION: )
ST. JEAN, Jimmy (2026-2028) DICKEY, Eric (2026-2028) A

GETZ, Keith - Pastor Stewardship & Finance Chair, Financial Endowment Chair, Cemetery Chait 1

803-607-5956(m) Secretary 803-227-9046
" 803-348-5449 (thurcl}
Ouict

DAVIS, Cher (2026-2027)
President, Mutual Ministry Chair
803-360-7361

SHEALY, Brent
Treasurer
803-532-9273 (w)
803-429-5198 (m)

DORITY, Betsy (2024-2026)
Secretary, Christian Education Chari
803-422-0736 (m)

BANKS, Toshia (2026-2028)
Parish Life Chair
803-687-0188

BLACK, Debbie (2024-2026)
Preschool Chair
803-413-5692

BURNS, Marti (2026-2028)
Evangelism/Christian Care Chair
803-960-8594

DAVIS, Taylor (2025-27)
A/V T Chair, Youth Chair
803-687-1249 (m)

FRICK, Ricky (2025-27)
Social Ministry Co-Chair
803-206-5824 (m)

HENDRIX, Kimberly (2025-27)
Social Ministry Co-Chair
803-413-8779

TIFFNER, Patricia (2024-2026)
Worship & Music Chair
803-271-1220
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| Preschool
News

September was all about the farm. We learne®

about different food and animals that we find

on a farm. We talked about machines and

work people do on the farm. We ended the

month with a visit from a petting zoo with lots
\of different farm animals.

,
Fox Class
News

The Fox Class have been working hard
at learning and recognizing their colors,
letters and numbers. They explored
sensory centers that were farm themed
and several students even became
professional chicken catchers!

Squirrels Class
News

The Squirrels Class studied the book
Brown Bear, Brown Bear by Bill Martin

Jr and Eric Carle. The students learned

the colors through this book along with
how animals move. They took part in
creating a mural of a farm together as a
class.




Financials

Monthly Witness Reporting
as of 8/31/2026
Offering Report August YTD
Regular Offering S 23,783 § 193,414
Food Pantry Offering 4,007 31,593
Total Offering to Budgeted Operations S 27,790 $§ 225,007
Vision 20 + 20 Offering 100 3,364
Other Designated Offering/Income S 411 § 21,051
Expense Report August YTD
Budgeted Expenses S 39,595 § 277,165
Actual Expenses 40,444 311,060
Budget vs. Actual - Over/(Under) S (849) $  (33,895)
Food Pantry Report August YTD
Expenses S 5,685 $ 33,577
Balance S 21,456
Soup Kitchen Report
Balance S 7,576
Fund Report BAL as of 08/26 BAL Last YTD Vision 20+20 Goal
Cemetery Annuity S 203,883 $ 189572 $ 225,000
Endowment Fund 216,513 192,842 175,000
Vision 20+20 Fund 266,999 254,399
Preschool Report August YTD|
Offerings S 300 $ 725
Operating Income 16,524 159,823
Expenses 23,280 181,871
Net S (6,456) $ (21,323)
4 4
Offerings vs. Expenses YTD Offering Summary
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Seing in the
Food Pantry this
month:

Friday, October 2: Volunteers
Needed

Saturday, October 3:
Volunteers Needed

Friday, October 9: Volunteers
Needed

Saturday, October 10:
Volunteers Needed

Friday, October 16:
Volunteers Needed

Saturday, October 17: Marti
Burns, Debbie Reynolds

Friday, October 23: Rondoll
Watson, JoAnn Williams

Saturday, October 24:
Volunteers Needed

Friday, October 30:
Volunteers Needed

Saturday, October 31:
Volunteers Needed

Serving In Worship

This Month:

GREETERS: Sonya & Ross Cary

ALTAR GUILD: Harriet
Householder, Jennifer Spradley,
Virginia Nichols, Jan Shealy

USHERS (8:30):

4 Cricket Leaphart

11 Landis Price

18 Harriet Householder
25 Robert Epting

USHERS (11:00): Michael Reed,
Ross Cary

LAY READER: Sherie Todd

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS: Todd &
Chancie Frick

SUNDAY SCHOOL OPENING: Mary
Ann Shealy

ACOLYTES:
4 James Shealy
11 Emma Kate Gresham

18 Ella Frick
25 Minnie Lynn Antonovich

ALMSBEARER:

4 Jack Shealy

11 Shayla Bedenbaugh.
18 Ellie Getz

25 Carson Dority

CRUCIFER:

4 Kate Shealy

11 Ansley Gresham
18 Henry Bouknight
25 Skyler Frick

NURSERY

4 Betsy McEwen
11 Sonya Cary

18 Marti Burns
25 Jessica Nead

ALTAR FLOWERS:

4 By: Michael & Betsy Shealy
11 By: Ross & Sonya Cary

18 By: Robert & Wendy Epting
25 By: Jimmy & Jennifer St. Jean

BBW:

4 First Sunday Lunch
11 Betsy Dority

18 Elwanda Lorick

25 Last Sunday Breakfast

TELLERS:

4 Betsy Dority, Ricky Frick

11 Debbie Black, Kim Hendrix
18 Jimmy St. Jean, Patricia
Tiffner

25 Toshia Banks, Debbie Black

81 for some reason you cannot o the duby you were assigned, please

lek the church office know @SEDP oo a substitule can be

Fhank you. 5
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Soup Kitchen: The soup kitchen will be serving on Saturday, OCTOBER 24, 10:30am -
12n. Please contact Jennifer Spradley or Jennifer Patrick with any questions, donations,
or volunteer times.

Coffee and Conversation will take place on Mondays at 9:00 a.m.

Dorcas Quilters: Dorcas Quilters group meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at
10:00am on the 3rd floor of the educational building. You do not need prior experience
with sewing nor quilting to join us.

Lutheran Men: The monthly Lutheran Men meeting will take place on Monday, October
26 at 7:00 p.m.

Noisy Offering: Noisy Offering will take place on the third Sunday of each month
(October 18).

Coffee and Conversation will take place each Monday at 9am.

WELCA Western Conference meeting will take place on October 18 at St. James
Lutheran, Leesville, SC at 3:00pm.

The Worship & Music Committee will meet on Tuesday, October 13 at 7pm in the
Social Hall.

Blessing of the Animals will take place on Sunday, October 4 at 5:00 pm. (note time
change!)

Executive Committee will meet on Tuesday, October 6 at 7pm.

CIRCLE INFORMATION:

Circle Date Time Place Leader/Hostess
Morning October 7 10:00 a.m. TBD Susie Hendrix
Circle IV October 14 11:00 a.m. Ladie’s Lounge Mona Henderson
Circle L October 5 6:30 p.m. Mi Rancho
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At Wittenberg Lutheran 2026

Hey, Middle and High School Youth!
You are all invited to join in these activities of faith formation, fun, and service this
fall. Check it out!

10/11 Stars and Strikes or Movie Outing
10/24 Soup Kitchen Helpers

Youth Faith Formation Activities occur every week in Sunday School @ 9:50am.
Confirmation Youth have a complimentary program along with this calendar of fun
and service activities.
+++
Summer Trip Opportunities:
-NovusWay Camps (Wittenberg pays 50% registration)
-Summer Youth Service & Fun Trip to Coastal SC TBD
+++
Additional detail will be published about each event as it gets closer. For now, please
mark your calendars!!
Update contact information here or email wittenbergyouth@gmail.com. Shareable
Google Calendar link here.

A
. . w
Share with a friend!
Your prayers and presence are requested on
Saturday, October 24, 2026 at 10:30 AM

Jor the

We have openings in Holy Eucharist
|| ourpreschool program. with the
Full day and half options Rite of Installation
Contact Lacye for enrollment

803-532-4636 of the Fifth Bishop of the South Carolina Synod

N N Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
wittenberglutheranpreschool@gmail
The Reverend Wade Thomas Roof III

.com
at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
119 N. Church Street
Lexington, South Carolina 29072
A reception will follow the service.
Pastors and Deacons of all faith traditions are invited to
vest and should arrive by 9:30 AM.
.wittenberglutheranchurch. school The color of the day s red.
The service will be liv at sesynod.com/



https://novusway.org/summer-camps/
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‘39 ’W i}tef??;\eesliynolds Doris Freeze
Bm & Jenna Rogers Sherie Todd
% L = ,““ Lavonia Frick Jarrod_Fnck
& & =) 2/ ]) Michael Kramer Ernestine Sharpe
Mike Nichols Robin Epting
Ken Lorick Diane Soradlev

Henry Bouknight 10/1 Brandt Shealy  10/13 Phil & Carolyn Reuther (parents of Laura Getz)
Lavonia Frick  10/1 | Austin Fulmer  10/14 | Rich Viviano (family of the Sawyers) -

Travis Trotter (friend of the Cary family)

Todd Frick 10/1 Erin Ruff Ziegler 10/14 Natalie Derrick (step-daughter of Henrietta Gill)

. The Family of Natalie Long
Billy Watson 10/2 Lane Bedenbaugh10/15 Carmen Todd (mother-in-law of Sherie Todd)

Ethan Long 10/5 | Brenda Shealy 10/18 | Becky &Larry Taylor
Marie Mitchell (friend of the Cary family)

James Shealy  10/6 Patrick Swygert 10/19 | Charles Kennedy (friend of the Cary family)
James Caughman10/7 | Chris Taylor 10/19 | Jerry Norris (friend of the Cary family)
Kirby Winstead (family of the Cary family)
Mona Henderson 10/8 | Jennifer Patrick 10/20 Dylan Burns (nephew of Marti Burns)

. Halee Church (friend of Marti Burns)
Michael Shealy 10/9 Stacy Osment 10/23 Brenda Eidson (friend of Betsy Dority)

Reid Watson 10/9 Ella Dickey 10/24 | The Long Family
Jamie Etheredge (friend of the Cary family)
Nate Rogers 10/10 | Evelyn Fulmer  10/25 Kent Hendrix (uncle of Donice Frick)
Allen Rish 10/13 | Julia Sawyer 10/29 | Jack Davis (father of Todd Davis)
. Mike & Gaye Hartley (friends of Brent Shealy)
Tyler Wing 10/30

Dana Berry (niece of Freida Banks)

Brenda Gunter (friend of the Frick’s)

Terri Humphries (family of Gregg Long)

Becky & Kirby Johnston (friends of the Dasher’s)
Al Asbill (friend of the Frick’s)

Amy Quinn (friend of Pam & Steven Humpbhries)

Jon Rogers )
Ross Shealy Karl Smith
Elijah M. Sherman Capt. Will Cary
Rob Laws Abigail Sherman
Wesley Dyson Nathan Rogers
Larry & Rebecca Dasher 10/15 Wyatt Hendrix Emily Sherman
Perry & Jaime Barnes 10/19
Austin & Amber Fulmer 10/20 gongieh;rlfm?r ther of Crissi Kirby)
A andy Miller (mother of Crissie Kirby,
A"e'? & Terri Rish 10/20 Danny McCullough (husband of Sonya McCullough, Preschool Staff)
Justin & Samantha Maroney 10/22 Carroll Berry (brother of Freida Banks)
Chris & Robin Taylor 10/22 Michael Holley (cousin of Rachel Young)
Walter & Denae Smith 10/27 Lori Norris (friend of the Cary family)
Andy & Mary Frances Hendrix 10/30 Gavin Ellison (family of the Frick’s)

Ruby Taylor (mother of Jessica Nead)
ngce Surrett (mother of Gregg Long)




Members present: Cher, Marti, Brent, Kim, Ricky, Betsy, Taylor, Pastor Keith, Patricia, Jimmy, and Debbie.

Cher called the meeting to order at 7:06pm.

Cher read a devotion from Eric on Jeremiah 29:11. As we remember 9/11, it is important to stay grounded in our faith to find peace in
the most solemn moments.

Prayer concerns: Michael Kramer, Crissie Kirby, Todd’s Dad, and the family of Reverend Swicegood.

Pastor’s Report- In addition to the report he emailed, Pastor Keith was made aware of handmade quilts in our archive room made by
Jackie Hill that were given to our church to display them. Nathan Shealy offered to take them to an auction to sell them if we do not
intend to display them. We will seek other information before making a decision. He also had a conversation with Dr. George
Ghanem, who would like to come to our congregation with a family from Bethlehem for a 5-minute talk on October 11 about what is
currently happening in Bethlehem. They would also like to sell their arts and crafts after worship. Pastor Keith will talk to Pastor Lisa
at Faith Lutheran about their experience with them before we make a decision. Debbie motioned to accept Pastor’s Report and Ricky
seconded.

Financial Secretary report: Jimmy reported he has access to Vanco online giving. Brent now has August and he is working on
September.

Treasurer’s Report: Brent reviewed the Balance Sheet. Our deficit for operations has almost doubled since last month due to a few
large bills. YTD regular offerings are down 8.4%. We are working on both insurance claims. The Endowment fund had a good
month in August. He is working with Jimmy with online offerings and giving. Brent has classed online giving offerings from August
into Regular Offerings. If they find that money should be classed differently, it will be reclassed. Ricky motioned to accept Brent’s
Treasurer’s Report and Debbie seconded.

President’s Report: Cher approved the Girl Scout facility requests. Cher reported a security issue and concern. Pastor Keith, Cher
and Todd are working on putting together a Security Committee. 1% Sunday Lunch in October will be sponsored by Worship & Music
committee. Council nominees were discussed. Discussions were had about our current 3-year council term. Cher read a thank you
letter from SC Lutheran Retreat Centers from our gift towards the Retreat Centers. Taylor motioned to accept Cher’s Presidents
Report and Debbie seconded.

Committee Reports:

AVT — Taylor — no report

Cemetery — Cher reported they received a quote from Snelgrove Memorials for $33,847 to repair, restore, and clean headstones that
were damaged in the accident. The estimate to replace the 2 brick columns is $3880. The fence company and electric company will
be getting a quote this week. We have received letters from most of the families that they would like the church to handle the claims.
Once quotes are received and one more letter from a family, then the claim can be submitted. Kim motioned to accept the Cemetery
report and Ricky seconded.

Christian Ed — Betsy reported we had a successful Rally Day. We are in need of a new Sunday School Superintendent. This position
is responsible for putting out the Sunday School attendance sheets, taking them back up, counting Sunday School offering, and
changing attendance sign. Ricky motioned to accept Betsy’s Christian Education report and Taylor seconded.

Endowment — no report

Christian Care - Marti reported they took a basket to Connie’s room with gift certificate for Michael and took Michael a dinner from
Shealy’s. They sent a card to Crissie. They will have another meeting to discuss upcoming outreach for the fall. They are looking for
ideas for the Poultry festival booth. Ricky motioned to accept Marti’s Christian Care report and Kim seconded.

Mutual Ministry — no report

Parish Life — Cher read a report from Toshia. She has the OWLS luncheon planned. She has a couple of dates in mind for apple
picking and Old McDonalds.

Preschool — Debbie reported their Study Committee is still meeting to discuss the need for a new building. Taylor motioned to accept
Debbie’s Preschool Report and Jimmy seconded.

Property Committee — Cher reported the water heater in the kitchen is leaking water but it is operating like normal. The water is
diverted for the time being. The AC has been repaired in the commons area. The ice machine is not working properly and the
machine is obsolete. Pierce Mechanical gave a quote for $3345 for a new ice machine and installation. We are still working on
elevator repairs and are currently seeking a 2™ estimate for repair. Pierce Mechanical quoted $4550 for HVAC work for elevator.
The elevator company quoted $155,000 for a repairing elevator, electrical work and HVAC work. Our insurance deductible is $7500.
Lightning took out phone which is repaired but it cannot be repaired again. We received a quote to upgrade our phone system for
$3,615. Ricky motioned to accept Cher’s Property Committee report and Taylor seconded.

Social Ministry — Kim reported social ministries continued its dedicated community outreach throughout August by feeding those in
need. The Food Pantry served 286 families this month, while the Soup Kitchen provided 168 Sloppy Joes and 192 bag lunches. We
are grateful for the continued support of our volunteers and the community contributions of fresh produce that help sustain these vital
programs. All approved to use fellowship hall 10/18 for a thank you get together. Jimmy motioned to accept Kim’s Social Ministry
report and Taylor seconded.

S&F — Jimmy reported Brian sent budget with updates for 2027. Please get committee budget numbers to Jimmy for committee needs
to make the budget as meaningful as possible. Ricky motioned to accept Jimmy’s S&F report and Patricia seconded.

Strategic Planning — no report

Worship and Music — Patricia reported they have 1% Sunday lunch in October taken care of. Ricky motioned to accept Patricia’s
Worship & Music report and Taylor seconded.

Youth — Taylor reported the lake day outing went well. They will do a Service project 9/20. Kim motioned to accept Taylor’s Youth
report and Debbie seconded.

New business: none



Old business: none

Adjourned at 9:07 with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respecttully submitted,

Betsy Dority

OWLS Luncheon will be on
Sunday, October 11th
immediately following the 11 AM
service. Please sign up on the
sign-up sheets in the Narthex or
Fellowship Hall no later than
October 1st. Dawn Bedenbaugh
will be catering!

Mother/Daughter/Friend Tea 4-
Sponsored by Wittenberg WELCA PN,

2 [igm refreshments, assorted teas and lemonade will be

_ Everyone is encourage

Lough, Loaor, & Losch

What: Unsung: A Chronicle of Black Lutherans
When: Tuesday, Oct 13 @ Camp Kinard
Tuesday, Nov 10 @ Coastal Retreat
Speaker: Dr. Harvey Huntley
uncoverng the sverdooked legacy of African-American Lutherans
wha shoped the Christian church in America,

Use the code "UNSUNG" for $5 OFF registration.

REGISTER AT: sclrc.com /programs or [803) 532-3183

~ tea.lf you don't have on
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EARLY SERVICE—S8:30 A.M. + SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9:50 A.M. +

October 2026

WORSHIP SERVICE - 11:00

27 28 29 30 1 2 3
8:30 AM Worship 9:00 AM Coffee and 9:30 AM Preschool Bulletin Deadline SCLRC Golf 9:00 AM Food 9:00 AM Food Pantry
9:30AM Sunday Conversation- Chapel 10 a.m. Classic Pantry Open Open
School Opening canceled 7:30 PM Choir Becky- Becky-absent
10:10 AM Last 7:00 PM Lutheran Men Practice absent
Sunday Becky-absent
Breakfast
11:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Handbell
practice
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8:30 AM Worship 9:00 AM Coffee and 9:30 AM Preschool Bulletin Deadline 9:00 AM Food 9:00 AM Food Pantry
9:30AM Sunday Conversation Chapel 10 a.m. Pantry Open Open
School Opening 6:30 PM Circle L 7:00 PM Executive 10:00 AM Morning
11:00 AM Worship Committee Circle
First Sunday Lunch 7:30 PM Choir
4:00 PM Handbell Practice
practice
5:00PM Blessing of
the Animals
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
8:30 AM Worship 9:00 AM Coffee and Unsung at Camp Bulletin Deadline 9:00 AM Food 9:00 AM Food Pantry
9:30AM Sunday Conversation Kinard 0am. Pantry Open Open
School Opening 9:30 AM Preschool 7:30 PM Choir
10:35 AM BBW i Chapel Practice
11:00 AM Worship PEOPLES DAY/ 7:00 PM Worship &
OWLS Luncheon Music Meeting
4:00 PM Handbell
practice
5:00PMStewardship &
Finance
6:00 PM Preschool
7:00 PM Council
QWL
oot
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Noisy Offering 9:00 AM Coffee and *Newsletter Bulletin Deadline 9:00 AM Food 9:00 AM Food Pantry
8:30 AM Worship Conversation Deadline 10 a.m. Pantry Open Open
9:30AM Sunday 9:30 AM Preschool 10:00 AM Dorcas 10:30 AM Soup
School Opening Chapel Quilters Kitchen
10:35 AM BBW 7:30 PM Choir 10:30 AM Installation
11:00 AM Worship Practice of Bishop Wade Roof
3:00 PM WELCA >
Western
Conference
4:00 PM Handbell
practice
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Reformation Sunday 9:00 AM Coffee and 9:30 AM Preschool Bulletin Deadline 9:00 AM Food Happy Halloween
8:30 AM Worship Conversation Chapel 10 a.m. Pantry Open 9:00 AM Food Pantry
9:30AM Sunday 7:00 PM Lutheran Men 7:30 PM Choir Open
School Opening Practice

10:10 AM Last
Sunday
Breakfast

11:00 AM Worship

4:00 PM Handbell
practice

11

Please check our calendar on the WLL website http://www.wittenbergleesville.orq/ for the latest information.
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Wittenberg Lutheran Church PLACE
P.O. Box 3447 STAMP
Leesville, SC 29070 HERE

GATHERED IN BAPTISM + FED BY WORSHIP + SENT OUT AS SERVANTS
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