Ittenberg

The Monthly Edition of Wittenberg Lutheran Church’s Newsletter

Greetings, Wittenberg Family,

This month we will be commemorating a new feast day of the church

called Creation in Christ Sunday. This feast day was adopted by the

Revised Common Lectionary for celebrations to begin on September 6th ‘ /
(the first Sunday) in 2026. This new feast day is ecumenical, meaning | ] /
many other church denominations will recognize the feast day, showing ‘ i
global support and unity from various church bodies. Creation in Christ ‘:;g,, b

is very timely given our current situation of our environment and the
damage that is being done to our natural resources, habitats, and
animals.

This new feast day has ancient roots in the Byzantine tradition of the
church, and its source comes from the liturgical feast known as the Feast
of Indication, which celebrated the new liturgical year, in which the
church gave praise to God as creator of the world. Its focus is on
pondering how all things come into being through Christ, which inspires
us to take good care of the world that God has given us.

This celebration also reminds us that we, who are created in the image
and likeness of God (which is to say that we bear the image of the
invisible God, who is Christ, and grow into the likeness of Jesus) are
called to take good care of creation, offering it back to God in worship
and praise.

It is my hope that this new feast will help us to better see the mystery of
the Holy Trinity within creation, see the transcendent beauty of our
world, which points to the Beauty. And, by doing so, it will help us to
better think about how we can best reveal the transformative power of
the gospel of Jesus Christ by the way we work for the flourishing of
God’s creation. The way we treat our fellow human beings and how we I
treat our environment (God’s creation) are intimately connected,
revealing whether or not we are people living according to the flesh,
held captive to sin, or people living according to the Spirit, doing what is
good and pleasing to God. I look forward to celebrating Creation in
Christ Sunday in September and hope to see you in worship soon.

Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Keith

GATHERED IN BAPTISM + FED BY WORSHIP + SENT OUT AS SERVANTS




Dear Church Family,

As we look ahead to the fall, | encourage everyone to reconnect with our
church family and take part in the many ministries, activities, and opportunities
for fellowship that are being planned. Every act of service, every helping hand,

and every prayer makes a difference.

As the fall season approaches, please take a moment to consider placing

your name on the Church Council Nomination Ballot. If you feel called to serve
on Church Council, please speak with myself or any Council member.

Thank you for your continued love, support, and dedication to our church. Together, let us enter this

new season with grateful hearts and a renewed commitment to serving God and one another.

May God bless you and your families throughout the month of September and always!

Peace,

Cher Davis
Church Council President
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Things are in full swing here at the preschool!
Our students had a great first week of school
and most adjusted well with very few tears. We
are so exciled to welcome some new teachers lo

our staff in August as well.

WMany of our students attended chapel with
Pastor Keith for the the first time. It is always
heart warming to see how the children
naturally respond to the Lord during prayer

and worship.
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Our youngest class has really enjoyed their
time on the playground. Here they have been
playing in the sidewalk chalk. One student
thought they would have “make-up ™ with their
chalk.




Financials

Monthly Witness Reporting

as of 7/31/2026

Offering Report July YTD
Regular Offering S 21,834 $§ 169,631

Food Pantry Offering 4,499 27,587
Total Offering to Budgeted Operations S 26,333 § 197,217

Vision 20 + 20 Offering 100 3,264
Other Designated Offering/Income S 566 S 20,641

Expense Report July YTD
Budgeted Expenses S 31,676 $§ 237,570

Actual Expenses 30,026 270,616

Budget vs. Actual - Over/(Under) S 1,650 $  (33,046)
Food Pantry Report July YTD
Expenses S 3,703 §$ 27,892

Balance S 23,134

Soup Kitchen Report

Balance S 8,534
Fund Report BALasof 07/26 BAL Last YTD Vision 20+20 Goal
Cemetery Annuity S 203,883 $ 189,572 $ 225,000
Endowment Fund 212,781 190,165 175,000
Vision 20+20 Fund 266,898 253,848
Preschool Report July YTD
Offerings S 200 $ 425 Ve
Operating Income 23,508 143,298 .
Expenses 26255 158501 YTD Offering Summary
Net $ (2547) $  (14,867)
2% 4%
Offerings vs. Expenses
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Serving In Worship

This Month:
GREETERS: Sheila Caughman, CRUCIFER:
Crissie Kirby 6 Ansley Gresham
13 Henry Bouknight
ALTAR GUILD: Harriet 20 Graham Watson
Householder, Jennifer Spradley, 27 Gary Barnes
(- Virginia Nichols, Jan Shealy
Serving in the USHERS (8:30): gURSER,TAam -
Food Pantl'y this 23 EatgicitaETigner 13 Jessica Nead
obert Epting .
month: 20 Harriet Householder v Betsy Dority
27 Eric Dickey 27 Kayce Shealy
Friday, September 4: USHERS (11:00): Todd Long, ALTAR FLOWERS:
Volunteers Needed Brenda Burkett 6 By: Todd & Brenda
13 By: The Hendrix Family
Saturday, September 5: LAY READER: Todd Davis 20 By: Tom & Debbie Sawyer
Volunteers Needed 27 By: Becky Taylor
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS: Andrew
. ' ‘ BBW:
Friday, September 11: Hendrix, Jay Hendrix .
Rondoll Watson, JoAnn _ 6 First Sunday Lunch
Williams SUNDAY SCHOOL OPENING: Brian 13 Sonya Cary .
Shealy 20 Amanda Antonovich
2 L B
Saturday, September 12: ) ! ast Sunday Breakfast
Volunteers Needed ALOLES
6 Emma Kate Gresham TELLERS:
_ 13 Ella Frick 6 Jimmy St. Jean, Patricia
Friday, September 18: 20 Minnie Lynn Antonovich ~ Tiffner
Volunteers Needed 27 Mary Dority 13 Toshia Banks, Debbie Black
20 Marti Burns, Cher Davis
Saturday, September 19: ALMSBEARER: 27 Taylor Davis, Eric Dickey
Marti Burns, Debbie 6 Ellie Getz
Reynolds 13 Kai Trotter
20 Carson Dority
Friday, September 25: 27 Benjamin Barnes
Volunteers Needed
Saturday, September 26:
Volunteers Needed .
gybﬂ/ﬂ/ﬁ) W' 5




Soup Kitchen: The soup kitchen will be serving on Saturday, SEPTEMBER 26, 10:30am - 12n.
Please contact Jennifer Spradley or Jennifer Patrick with any questions, donations, or volunteer
times.

Coffee and Conversation will take place on Mondays at 9:00 a.m.

Dorcas Quilters: Dorcas Quilters group meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at
10:00am on the 3rd floor of the educational building. You do not need prior experience with
sewing nor quilting to join us.

Lutheran Men: The monthly Lutheran Men meeting will take place on Monday, September 28 at
7:00 p.m.

Noisy Offering: Noisy Offering will take place on the third Sunday of each month (September
20).

Coffee and Conversation will take place each Monday at 9am except for September 7, Labor
Day.

The Church Office will be closed on Monday, September 7 in observance of Labor Day.

Shealy Family History Committee is sponsoring a presentation on the Revolutionary War in the
South Carolina back-country. Historian Steven Knapp from the Newberry Museum will talk about
our participation or lack thereof in the war and how it affected the outcome and eventual
formation of our great nation. This year we will meet on Saturday, September 19t at Union
Lutheran Church, 4077 Highway 378 near Leesville. The meal will be catered by Shealy’s BBQ.
The cost will be $20 per person and $12.00 for children under 8 years old. Donations will be
accepted at the door if you choose not to eat with us. The program will start at 10:30 a.m. Please
send your check by Sept. 9 to Shealy Family Committee, 226 Rocky Retreat Ct., Leesville, SC
29070. Please state the number of adults and children with your check. Registration will begin at
10:00 am with lunch served about noon. For more information, please call Donna Shealy at 803-
730-3617.

CIRCLE INFORMATION:

Circle Date Time Place Leader/Hostess
Morning September 2 10:00 a.m. TBD Rebecca Dasher
Circle IV September 9 11:00 a.m. Home of Mary Ann RSVP to
Shealy Wendy Epting
*bring a salad to share (803-532-8750)
Circle L September 14 6:00 p.m. Mi Rancho




Hey, Middle and High School Youth!

You are all invited to join in these activities of faith formation, fun, and
service this year. Check it out!

8/22 Soup Kitchen

8/30 Lake Outing at the Doritys-after 11:00 worship until 3:00-Bus can transport kids.
9/20 Service Project

9/26 Soup Kitchen

10/11 Stars and Strikes or Movie Outing

10/24 Soup Kitchen

11/8 Pizza and Games at Wittenberg

11/28 Soup Kitchen

12/6 Dinner for Seniors

12/24 Luminaries

12/26 Soup Kitchen

Youth Faith Formation Activities occur every week in Sunday School @
9:50am. Confirmation Youth have a complimentary program along with this
calendar of fun and service activities.
+++
Summer Trip Opportunities:
-NovusWay Camps (Wittenberg pays 50% registration)
-Summer Youth Service & Fun Trip to Coastal SC TBD
+++
Additional detail will be published about each event as it gets closer. For now,
please mark your calendars!!

Update contact information here or email wittenbergyouth@gmail.com.
Shareable Google Calendar link here.



https://novusway.org/summer-camps/
https://forms.gle/neTmWPAwonU8seg87
mailto:wittenbergyouth@gmail.com
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/3?cid=d2l0dGVuYmVyZ3lvdXRoQGdtYWlsLmNvbQ

Patricia Tiffner
Isaac Barnes
Jay Hendrix
James Mann
Dwight Price
Rondoll Watson
Will Black

Mike Nichols
Hope Cook
Betsy McEwen
Haleigh Brown
Helen Cook
Brittany Frick
Ashley Bouknight
Caroline Getz

9/1
9/2
9/2
9/4
9/4
9/5
9/6
9/7
9/8
9/8
9/9
9/9
9/9
9/10
9/12

Samantha Maroney 9/12

Baker Roof

9/12

Torry Dickey
Jan Long

Jimmy St. Jean
Susie Hendrix
Scott Hunter
Gregg Long
Cooper Cannon
Russell Rinehart
Rebecca Dasher
Tom Sawyer

lan Ruff

Mary Ann Shealy
Autumn Lawson
Debbie Reynolds
Sawyer Barnes
Tate Feaster
Shanna Watson

9/13
9/13

9/13
9/14

917
917
9/20

9/23
9/24

9/24
9/25
9/27

9/28

9/28
9/29
9/30

9/30

W.C. & Paula Miller
Gerrie & Heather Gresham
Tracy & Dawn Bedenbaugh

97
9/24
9/29

Helen Dasher
Debbie Reynolds
Jeff Shealy
Jenna Rogers
Lavonia Frick
Michael Kramer
Connie Kramer
Mike Nichols

Freida Banks
Doris Freeze
Sherie Todd
Jarrod Frick
Ernestine Sharpe
Robin Watts
Graham Watson

Phil & Carolyn Reuther (parents of Laura Getz)
Rich Viviano (family of the Sawyers)

Travis Trotter (friend of the Cary family)

Natalie Derrick (step-daughter of Henrietta Gill)
The Family of Natalie Long

Carmen Todd (mother-in-law of Sherie Todd)

Becky & Larry Taylor

Marie Mitchell (friend of the Cary family)
Charles Kennedy (friend of the Cary family)
Jerry Norris (friend of the Cary family)
Kirby Winstead (family of the Cary family)
Dylan Burns (nephew of Marti Burns)
Halee Church (friend of Marti Burns)
Brenda Eidson (friend of Betsy Dority)

The Long Family

Jamie Etheredge (friend of the Cary family)
Kent Hendrix (uncle of Donice Frick)

Jack Davis (father of Todd Davis)

Mike & Gaye Hartley (friends of Brent Shealy)
Dana Berry (niece of Freida Banks)

Sandy Miller (mother of Crissie Kirby)

Brenda Gunter (friend of the Frick’s)

Terri Humphries (family of Gregg Long)

Jon Rogers

Ross Shealy

Elijah M. Sherman
Rob Laws

Wesley Dyson
Wyatt Hendrix

Danny McCullough (husband of Sonya McCullough,

Preschool Staff)

Karl Smith

Capt. Will Cary
Abigail Sherman
Nathan Rogers
Emily Sherman

Carroll Berry (brother of Freida Banks)
Michael Holley (cousin of Rachel Young)
Lori Norris (friend of the Cary family)
Gavin Ellison (family of the Frick’s)

Ruby Taylor (mother of Jessica Nead)
Joyce Surrett (mother of Gregg Long)
Edwin McGee (family of the Cary family)

Charlie Long



Members Present: Cher, Toshia, Marti, Jimmy, Ricky, Betsy, Debbie, Brent, Pastor Keith, Taylor, and Eric.

Cher called the meeting to order at 7:04pm.

Ricky led devotions based on Galatians 6. Every time you do good things, a seed is planted. Do not be discouraged, keep doing
for the good.

Cards: Connie Kramer, Brenda Gunter, and Mike Nichols.

Pastor’'s Report: Pastor Keith reported the Youth Event tonight had 3 adults and 10 kids in attendance. He emailed his report
earlier this week.

Financial Secretary’s report: no report.

Treasurer’s report: Brent reported we are in pretty good shape. Property & Casuality insurance has a deductible of $10,000.
Hopefully insurance will help with the elevator and cemetery issues. We do have reserves if we need them. On the Income
Statement, our YTD reg offerings are 5.3% ahead of last year. Restricted Funds offerings have a 9.1% increase over last year.
The Endowment Fund ended July with an 9% increase. Debbie motioned to accept Brent's Treasurer’s report and Ricky
seconded.

Presidents Report: Cher reported that at the Executive Committee meeting 8/6/26, Michael Guerette resigned effective
immediately. He has a contract on his home and will be moving at any time. Toshia, Debbie and Cher have volunteered to fill in
for the 3 dates that he has Teller duties. Eric will take devotion for him in September.

18t Sunday lunch in September is Mutual Ministry. Greg Long will cook leg quarters and slaw. In light of Connie’s health concerns
and issues, Jimmy St. Jean has agreed to take over Financial Secretary duties as of 1/1/27. We discussed changing the schedule
for 18t Sunday Lunch to quarterly instead of monthly. Then we discussed ways to get other people involved in 15t Sunday Lunch
that may not be on a committee. Also talked about the idea of having more pot-luck lunches scheduled. Marti motioned to accept
Cher’s President’s report and Taylor seconded.

Committee Reports

AV — Taylor reported we had a lightning strike that caused damage. Ricky motioned to accept Taylor's AV report and Jimmy
seconded.

Cemetery Report — Cher reported just before noon on 8/7/26, a pick up truck traveling south on N. Lee collided with power pole,
2 brick columns, 190ft. of fence torn, traveled 180ft through the cemetery before the truck came to a stop. Tony Snelgrove came
to assess damage and prop some of the headstones up. He is coming back tomorrow morning to assess more of the damage.
Greg Long and family came Saturday to clean up the fence and brick columns that were destroyed. All was reported to
congregation in 3 temple talks (8:30 worship, Sunday school opening and 11:00 worship). We are in the process of getting
headstone, coping, and fence quotes. Brent has filed the claim against the insurance. We have a police report and Progressive
has the report. Next step is the adjuster will reach out to come assess. Ricky motioned to accept Cher’s Property report and
Taylor seconded.

Christian Ed — Betsy reported Rally Day will be the last Sunday in August. The children are singing with the men’s choir 8/16.
Debbie motioned to accept Betsy’s Christian Ed report and Taylor seconded.

Endowment — no report.

Evangelism & Christian Care — no report

Mutual Ministry — no report

Parish Life — Toshia reported she is working on planning an Apple picking outing for the fall. The Owls Luncheon is scheduled for
10/11. She is planning a date to eat at Old McDonald’s Farm. Taylor motioned to accept Toshia’s report and Ricky seconded.
Preschool — Debbie reported they will be working on their budget in September. They will have the budget to Cher by 11/16 so it
can go to the congregation. They will share the cost of the lightning strike with WLC for damage to the phone system. The
Preschool Study Group did a study on what financials would look like with a new building. Next month, they will look at the cost of
doing an extension of the existing building. Taylor motioned to accept Debbie’s report and Jimmy seconded.

Property — Cher reported on 7/6/26 lightning knocked out phone, internet, fire alarm and elevator. Southern Elevator has deemed
the parts needed to repair the elevator as obsolete. There are new codes in SC that state the elevator control room must be in a
climate-controlled room with its own unit. They are estimating the elevator repair and modifications to exceed $100,000. This does
not include the HVAC work. Prop Committee is recommending we seek an insurance claim. All bills will be totaled to go towards
our deductible. Eric motioned to accept Cher’s report and Ricky seconded.

Social Ministry — Ricky reported they served 100 bagged lunches, 130 plates served in soup kitchen and 237 families served in
food pantry in July. They have had donations of fresh fruits and veggies. All voted in favor of Publix coming the 15t Sunday in
September for flu shots and covid shots. Taylor motioned to accept Ricky’s report and Jimmy seconded.

S&F — Jimmy reported they are planning the 2027 budget. All committee chairs please look at your budget amount, and see if
your budget amount needs to be adjusted. Ricky motioned to accept Jimmy’s report and Taylor seconded.

Strategic planning — no report

Worship & Music — no report

Youth — Tonight’s Pizza party went well. 8/30 Youth Lake Outing. Ricky motioned to accept Taylor's report and Jimmy
seconded.

Other New Business — none

Old Business - none

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:12pm.

Respectfully submitted,Betsy Dorit



Registration officially open for SCLRC Golf Classic

Join the SCLRC staff on Thursday, October 1, 2026, at the beautiful Ponderosa
Country Club (Leesville, SC) for this "Captain's Choice" fundraiser tournament.

Awards will be presented to winning teams in each flight, in addition to the longest
drive and closest to the pin. Registration includes two mulligans, SCLRC prize pack,
and a BBQ dinner in the clubhouse following play. A number of great raffle prizes will
also be available for individuals to take home.

SCLRC’s ministry of hospitality provides holy spaces for groups to strengthen and
renew faith, have times of fellowship, and build lasting memories. All proceeds from
the tournament will be used to help fund the daily operational costs of each retreat
center while benefiting countless individuals all year long! For registration, click here.

Handbell ESSENTIAL
practice Will | e e—
begin on FIRSTAID& CPR '(
Sunday, TRAINING
September 14 TRAINING INCLUDES:
at 4pm and will o oo sann
continue weekly e
until December o
6. 12 SEP, 2026 | 9:00 AM

Wittenberg Lutheran Church

233 N. Leeitriet Leesville SC

L S wittenberglutheranpreschool@gmail.com

OWLS Luncheon will be on Sunday, October 11th immediately following the 11
AM service. Please sign up on the sign-up sheets in the Narthex or Fellowship
Hall no later than October 1st. Dawn Bedenbaugh will be catering!

The Merry Widows will be meeting at the church at 1030am on Tuesday,
September 15th. Ms. Doris Freeze is providing a mid-morning tea with snacks
beside her pond. Please plan to attend, you will have a good time! Please let
Patricia Tiffner know if you plan to attend so that Ms. Doris will know how much
to prepare. (803-271-1220)
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sSentember 2026

EARLY SERVICE—S8:30 A.M. + SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9:50 A.M. + WORSHIP SERVICE - 11:00

30 31 1 2 3 4 5
8:30 AM Worship 9:00 AM Coffee and 9:30 AM Preschool Bulletin Deadline 9:00 AM Food 9:00 AM Food Pantry
9:30AM Sunday Conversation Chapel 10 a.m. Pantry Open Open
School Opening 10:00 AM Morning
10:10 AM Last Circle
Sunday
Breakfast
11:00 AM Worship
Youth Lake Outing
until 3pm
RaLLY
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Creation in Christ | Labor Day-office 9:30 AM Preschool Bulletin Deadline 9:00 AM Food 9:00 AM Food Pantry
Sunday closed Chapel 10 a.m. Pantry Open Open
8:30 AM Worship 9:00 AM Coffee and 10:00 AM Morning 9AM-12PM CPR
9:30AM Sunday Conversation- Circle Class
School Opening canceled 7:30 PM Regular
11:00 AM Worship Lo Choir
First Sunday Lunch 1 Practice
resumes
13 15 16 17 18 19
Holy Cross Sunday 9:00 AM Coffee and 9:30 AM Preschool Bulletin Deadline 9:00 AM Food 9:00 AM Food Pantry
Happy Conversation Chapel 10 a.m. Pantry Open Open
Grandparents Day! 10:30 AM Merry 10:00 AM Dorcas
8:30 AM Worship Widows Quilters
9:30AM Sunday 7:30 PM Choir
School Opening practice
10:35 AM BBW
11:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Handbell
practice
5:00PMStewardship
& Finance
6:00 PM Preschool
7:00 PM Council
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Noisy Offering *Newsletter 9:30 AM Preschool Bulletin Deadline 9:00 AM Food 9:00 AM Food Pantry
8:30 AM Worship Deadline Chapel 10 a.m. Pantry Open Open
9:30AM Sunday 9:00 AM Coffee and 7:30 PM Choir 10:30 AM Soup
School Opening Conversation practice Kitchen
10:35 AM BBW
11:00 AM Worship
Youth Service
Project
4:00 PM Handbell
practice
27 28 29 30 1 2 3
8:30 AM Worship 9:00 AM Coffee and 9:30 AM Preschool Bulletin Deadline *deadline to 9:00 AM Food 9:00 AM Food Pantry
9:30AM Sunday Conversation Chapel 0a.m. sign up for Pantry Open Open
School Opening 7:00 PM Lutheran Men 7:30 PM Choir OWLS
10:10 AM Last practice Luncheon
Sunday
Breakfast
11:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Handbell
practice

Please check our calendar on the WLE website htto.//www.wittenbergleesville.org/ for the latest infarmation.
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Wittenberg Lutheran Church PLACE
P.O. Box 3447 STAMP
Leesville, SC 29070 HERE

GATHERED IN BAPTISM + FED BY WORSHIP + SENT OUT AS SERVANTS
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