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The Monthly Edition of Wittenberg Lutheran Church’s Newsletter

Greetings, brothers and sisters in Christ,

When we look at our current postmodern culture with all its
secularism, subjectivity, and empiricism, what saddens me is
our culture’s loss of mystery and sacredness. | believe that
when we lose sight of God’s providence, His presence in
creation, His sacred “Otherness” in the universe, then we lose
hope, we lose direction and purpose, and we lose the power of
wonder that makes life adventurous. God’s presence fills our
lives with beauty and meaning, and life is understood as this
awe-inspiring, beautiful mystery that we are a part of.

When we gather for worship, we are better able to see the light
of Christ breaking into the world. We are better able to see
and experience the sacred infusing of the Word in the world
and His divine work of transforming all of creation. We are
better able to see Jesus drawing all things to himself, so they
can reach their final goal of perfection and purpose. In the
experience of worshiping as the Church, we are able to hear
Jesus call us to participate in His transformation of the

world. So, perhaps we can be the change; we can help others
see the sacredness of life, the beauty of creation, the presence
of the Triune God, radiating divine light and life into the

world. After we have been equipped by the Holy Spirit,
through worship, we are empowered to go out into the world to
witness to others about the crucified risen Lord in their midst
and in their lives, so they, too, can be a new creation, seeing
the beauty, sacredness, and mystery of creation, which is to
say, seeing God’s presence and providence in the world. In
our actions of love and hospitality, we reveal to others that
they are beautiful, precious, valued and loved.

Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Keith
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Greetings everyone,
Thanks to everyone who helped make Endowment Sunday 2025 such a success. It was a blessing
to be able to award $7,200 in grants to the five different groups who are doing great work.

The WLC Preschool graduation event on Wednesday the 215 had the sanctuary packed again this ?/ /2
year for another memorable event! WE LA

We look forward to Vacation Bible School which will be held June 1 — 3 from 6 - 8 pm. Thanks to our Christian
Education Committee and their wonderful volunteers for hosting it! Also, June 8 will be Confirmation Sunday for
several of our youth. Congratulations!

Pastor Getz, Patricia Tiffner, and Sandy Rheingold will represent Wittenberg at the SC Synod Assembly June 12 —
14. I'm excited to hear what our synod is doing and what the future holds.

Many thanks to Pastor Getz and Church Administrator Becky Hughes for their efforts on Wittenberg’s behalf. We
are so blessed to have them and we’re happy to recognize their workplace anniversaries on May 25.

Reminder: be sure to check your mailbox in the gathering area just outside the Fellowship Hall from time to time —
you might receive information there regarding things going on at Wittenberg, your offering statements, notes from

others in the congregation, and more.

As summer gets going with the traditional Memorial Day kickoff, | hope you will take time to remember those
Americans in uniform who gave their “last full measure of devotion” in defending our nation and giving us the
opportunity to live free. What a blessing — and a responsibility — they’ve given us. | hope you will have a chance
to enjoy the nice warm weather, time away from school/work, and hopefully a chance for a vacation of some type

this summer.

As always, feel free to reach out to wiccouncilpres@gmail.com with any questions or ideas you may have for me

or our Council members.
Respectfully,
Andrew Hendrix

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT INFORMATION:

GETZ, Keith - Pastor
803-607-5956(m)
revgetz@yahoo.com

HENDRIX, Andrew (2023-25)

President, Stewardship & Finance Co-Chair,
Endowment Chair, Mutual Ministry Co-Chair
803-439-1327

wlccouncilpres@gmail.com

RHEINGOLD, Stuart (2025-27)

Vice President, Evangelism/Christian Care
Co-Chair, Stewardship & Finance Co-Chair
772-285-8070

shrpanther@gmail.com

GUERETTE, Michael (2024-2026)
Secretary, Cemetery Chair, Property Co-
Chair

803-553-0261 (m)

michaelguerette066 @gmail.com

SHEALY, Brent
Treasurer
803-532-9273 (w)
803-429-5198 (m)
bshealy@sc.rr.com

brent.shealy@economyfurniture.com

KRAMER, Connie
Financial Secretary
803-532-5558 (h)
bgsu72scus@yahoo.com

BLACK, Debbie (2024-2026)
Preschool Chair
803-413-5692
dblack373@yahoo.com

DAVIS, Taylor (2025-27)
Youth Chair, AVT Chair
803-687-1249 (m)
taylorndavis.3@gmail.com

DORITY, Betsy (2024-2026)
Stewardship & Finance Co-Chair,
Mutual Ministry Co-Chair
803-422-0736 (m)
bets131@gmail.com

FRICK, Ricky (2025-27)
Social Ministry Co-Chair
803-206-5824 (m)
barryraces24@gmail.com

A
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HENDRIX, Kimberly (2025-27)
Social Ministry Co-Chair ChurCh
803-413-8779 Council/

khendrix75.kh@gmail.com

MCEWEN, Betsy (2023-25)
Christian Education Chair
803-622-9692
betsy.mcewen@gmail.com

NICHOLS, Mike (2023-25)
Property Co-Chair, Evangelism/
Christian Care Co-Chair
803-303-1069
veemeel@icloud.com

TAYLOR, Robin (2023-25)
Parish Life Chair
803-530-5244
rptaylor337@gmail.com

TIFFNER, Patricia (2024-2026)
Worship & Music Chair
803-271-1220
patriciatiffner@gmail.com
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Wittenberg Lutheran
Preschool Program

May is always such a busy month here at the preschool. We celebrated our teachers with
Teacher Appreciation week. The Lutheran Men of the church prepared a nice sit-down
dinner for our teachers and their families. We appreciate them taking time to show their
support to our staff.

We prepared to say goodbye to those leaving us to attend “big school” with graduation
and end of the year program along with an end of the year party. Our students and staff
took time to show their appreciation to the mothers and grandmothers of our program
with Muffins with Moms. We have had a countdown to summer which included eating
ice cream and new fruits, picnics, reading outside on our beach towels, having a hula
party and wearing our pjs to school!

Our younger students have been learning about sequencing with the story The Very
Hungry Caterpillar. They have been watching real caterpillars and their life cycle. They
were able to release their butterflies they have been watching change from a caterpillar.
They have also been counting down to summer with hat day, bubble play, eating ice pops
and goldfish, wearing our clothes mix matched and an entire day focused on kindness.
All the students leaving our program this month received a Bible from the preschool. We
hope that as our students leave our program, they will carry the love of Jesus with them
and we know that the word of God is written on their hearts.




FOOD
PANTRY
VOLUNTEERS

Serving In Worship
This Month:

Serving in the
Food Pantry this
month:

Friday, June 6: Volunteers
Needed

Saturday, June 7: Volunteers
Needed

Friday, June 13: Rondoll
Watson, JoAnn Williams

Saturday, June 14: Debbie
Reynolds, Marti Burns

Friday, June 20: Volunteers
Needed

Saturday, June 21:
Volunteers Needed

Friday, June 27: Rondoll
Watson, JoAnn Williams

Saturday, June 28:
Volunteers Needed

GREETERS: Mike & Virginia Nichols

ALTAR GUILD: Robin Taylor,
Debbie Sawyer, Crissie Kirby

USHERS (8:30):

1 Chris Taylor
8 Robert Epting
15 Harriet Householder

22 Brian Shealy
29 Patricia Tiffner

USHERS (11:00): Ira Ruff, Andrew
Hendrix

LAY READER: Rebecca Reed

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Ricky & Donice Frick

SUNDAY SCHOOL OPENING:
Mary Ann Shealy

ACOLYTES:

1 James Shealy

8 Mary Dority

15 Emma Kate Gresham

22 Minnie Lynn Antonovich
29 Benjamin Barnes
ALMSBEARER:

1 Ansley Gresham

8 Shayla Bedenbaugh

15 Henry Bouknight

22 Skyler Frick
29 Gary Barnes

CRUCIFER:
1 Cade Long
8 Smith Kirby

15 Liam Getz
22 Susie Reed
29 Zane Price

ALTAR FLOWERS:

1 By: Ervin & Annette
Caughman

8 By: Nathan Shealy

15 By: Crissie Kirby

22 By: Harriet Householder
29 By: Diane Spradley

BBW:

1 Debbie Sawyer, Crissie
Kirby

8 Amanda Antonovich

15 Brian & Kayce Shealy
22 Larry Dasher
29 Last Sunday Breakfast

TELLERS:

1 Kim Hendrix, Betsy McEwen

8 Mike Nichols, Stuart Rheingold
15 Robin Taylor, Patricia Tiffner
22 Debbie Black, Taylor Davis

29 Betsy Dority, Ricky Frick

If for some reason you
cannot do the duty you
were assighed, please
let the church office
know ASAP so a
substitute can be
arranged. Thank you.




Soup Kitchen: The soup kitchen will be serving on Saturday, JUNE 28- 10:30am - 12n. Please
contact Jennifer Spradley or Jennifer Patrick with any questions, donations, or volunteer times.

The Soup Kitchen is in need of donations and volunteers. Donations needed are canned
veggies, fruit cups, non-perishable items including individually packaged desserts. Donations can
be left in the church kitchen and marked “soup kitchen.” If you are willing to volunteer, please
contact Jennifer Spradley (803-582-9229) or Rebecca Reed (803-413-2266).

First Sunday Lunch will take place on June 1 after 11:00 Worship. It will be sponsored by the
Christian Education Committee and will honor our Graduates.

Save the date for Wittenberg’s Vacation Bible School June 1-3. Join us for a Road Trip as we
discover how God is with us wherever we go.

Confirmation Sunday will take place on June 8. Confirmands will be honored with a reception
outside after the 11:00 service, weather permitting. In the case of inclement weather, it will be
held in the Fellowship Hall.

Coffee and Conversation will take place on Mondays at 9:00 a.m. with the exception of June 16,
when Pastor Keith is on vacation.

Dorcas Quilters: Dorcas Quilters group meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at
10:00am on the 3rd floor of the educational building. You do not need prior experience with
sewing nor quilting to join us.

Lutheran Men: The monthly Lutheran Men meeting will take place on Monday, June 23 at 7:00
p.m.

Noisy Offering: Noisy Offering will take place on the third Sunday of each month (June 15).

The Merry Widows will be going to Jimadors Mexican Restaurant on Augusta Hwy on June 11 at
5:30 pm.

Taco Tuesday and Tuesday Theology Brewed in a Lutheran Pot will not meet during the
summer months.

CIRCLE INFORMATION:

Circle Date Time Place Leader/Hostess
Morning June 4, 2025 10:00 a.m. Hebrews Cafe

Circle IV Not meeting

Circle L June 3, 2025 6:30 p.m. Mi Rancho




Monthly Witness Reporting
as of 4/30/2025

Offering Report

Regular Offering

Food Pantry Offering

Total Offering to Budgeted Operations

Vision 20 + 20 Offering
Other Designated Offering/Income

Expense Report

Budgeted Expenses

Actual Expenses

Budget vs. Actual - Over/(Under)

Food Pantry Report
Expenses
Balance

Soup Kitchen Report
Balance

Fund Report

Cemetery Annuity
Endowment Fund
Vision 20+20 Fund

Preschool Report
Offerings
Operating Income
Expenses

Net

FINANCIAL

Thank You for Your
Generosity!

Your financial gifts and your gifts
of time and talent are the fuel for
our ministry here at Wittenberg.
Not only do you support our local
congregation, but our synod, the
ELCA, and the church around the
world. Your gifts have global
reach. Thank you for making a
difference!

April YTD
S 22,925 $§ 99,100 HEFUH'
2,548 14,947
S 25473 § 114,047
703 2,630
$ 1,583 $ 15,453
April YTD
$ 29,252 $ 124,321
31,514 132,094
$ (2,262) $ (7,773)
April YTD
$ 4275 § 13,928
$ 10,348
$ 7,726
BAL as of 04/25 BAL Last YTD Vision 20+20 Goal
$ 189,572 $ 175777 $ 225,000
181,391 168,704 175,000
250,960 520,591
April YTD
$ 50 $ 50
14,131 79,446
18,338 80,464
$ (4,158) $ (967"

Offerings vs. Expenses

YTD Offering Summary

M Regular Offering
M Vision 20+20 Offering

B Food Pantry Offering
B Other Designated Offering

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

April YTD

B Total Offering to Budgeted Operations

B Actual Expenses




At Wittenberg Lutheran June 2025

Hey, Middle and High School Youth!

You are all invited to join in these activities of faith formation, fun, and
service this month. Check it out!

Wednesday, June 11, 9:30 am — Youth Event at Starbucks
Saturday, June 28 - Soup Kitchen Helpers

+++
Youth Faith Formation Activities occur every week in Sunday School @
9:50am. Confirmation Youth have a complimentary program along
with this calendar of fun and service activities.

+++
Summer Trip Opportunities:

-NovusWay Camps (Wittenberg pays 50% registration)

-Summer Youth Service & Fun Trip to Coastal SC TBD

+++
Additional detail will be published about each event as it gets closer.
For now, please mark your calendars!!

Update contact information here or email wittenbergyouth@gmail.com.
Shareable Google Calendar link here.



https://novusway.org/summer-camps/
https://forms.gle/neTmWPAwonU8seg87
mailto:wittenbergyouth@gmail.com
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/3?cid=d2l0dGVuYmVyZ3lvdXRoQGdtYWlsLmNvbQ

Diane Spradley 6/1 Michael Guerette
Sherie Todd 6/1 Wyatt Hendrix

Koe Blankenship 6/2 Demarion Brown
Mike Sherman 6/2 Ricky Frick

Bryan Walker 6/2 Charlie Brock
Zachary Hunter 6/4 Beth McGill
Jimmy Banks 6/5 Jenna Rogers
Karla Powell 6/5 Chris Swygert
Sophia Dickey 6/6 Minnie Antonovich
Jacob Rogers 6/6 Ross Cary

Rachel Young 6/7 Harriet Householder
Jesse Rauton 6/8 Lan Price

6/10
6/12
6/14
6/14
6/15
6/15
6/16
6/17
6/19
6/20
6/26
6/28

&= e

William & Emily Barnes
Pete & Stacy Osment
Justin & Samantha Trotter
Landis & Sheryl Price
Todd & Chancie Frick
Chip & Jennifer Spradley
Ricky & Donice Frick
Keith & Laura Getz

Gary & Mary Ann Sullins
Eric & Torry Dickey

Ira & Sue Ruff

Wes & Teresa Laws
Desmond & Megan Brown
Arthur & Brenda Howard
Michael & Jennifer Patrick
Lan & Jennifer Price

Mike & Sally Sherman

SNOTUNE.

cifetfaticf’

6/2
6/3
6/3
6/6
6/7
6/7
6/9
6/14
6/14
6/17
6/24
6/25
6/27
6/27
6/28
6/28
6/30

Mary Cook
Helen Dasher
Marvin Epting

Freida Banks
Doris Freeze

Debbie Reynolds ~ Sherie Todd
Jeff Shealy Otho Shealy
Charlie Long Jarrod Frick

Jenna Rogers Lavonia Frick

Tommy Epting (brother of Robert Epting)
Elliot Collier (son-in-law of Brenda Burkett)
Phil & Carolyn Reuther (parents of Laura
Getz)

Edwin Watson (brother of Rondoll Watson)
Cheryl Bledsoe (friend of Pam Humphries)
Dylan Burns (nephew of Marti Burns)

Cheri Crouch (sister of Charlie Long)

Robin Orillion (mother of Justin Trotter)

Jon Rogers

Ross Shealy Karl Smif[h

Elijah M. Sherman Capt. _W'” Cary
Abigail Sherman

Rob Laws

Nathan Rogers
Wesley Dyson

Eddie Reep (father of Kim Hendrix)
Amy Sawyer Ely (niece of Tom & Debbie
Sawyer)

Hazel Miller (friend of Debbie Reynolds)
Wendy Rewis (mother of Toshia Banks)
Wayne Still (friend of the Dashers)

Jim Young (husband of Rachel Young)
Hoyt Padgett (father of Preschool Staff
Members, Joy & Kara)

Dottie Mullins

Larry Shuman (brother of Sally Sherman)
Louise Fox (friend of the Banks family)



Congratul

T

Emily Grace Davis
Emily is the daughter of Todd and Cher
Davis. She is a recent graduate of Clemson
University and earned her Bachelor's degree in
Sociology. Emily graduated Summa Cum Laude
and was on the President's List every semester
while attending Clemson University. She will be
attending Sherman College starting in July to
become a Chiropractor.

Abby Elizabeth Belcher
Abby graduated from Piedmont Classical
High School in Greensboro, NC and will
be attending the University of North
Carolina in Charlotte, NC this fall. Abby is
the aranddauahter of Charlie Lona.

Connor Rhett Shealy is a 2025 honors graduate
from W. Wyman King Academy. Connor plans to
attend the University of South Carolina Beaufort
in the fall and major in business.

ations Graduates!

“% Jaycob and Jayden Banks are
the sons of John and Toshia

! Banks. The boys graduated

% from B-L High School. Jaycob
will be attending Newberry
College to study Computer
Science. Jayden will be going
to work for Lift One in
Columbia.

Sarah Elizabeth Hendrix
graduated from the SC Honors
College at the University of
South Carolina on May 9™ with
a BA in Visual
Communications and a minor
in Information

Technology. She will be
working at Disney World in
Orlando, FL from August —
January in the Disney College
Program. Sarah is the daughter
of Andrew and Mary Frances
Hendrix.

Grace Hampton Hendrix graduated
from the College of Charleston on
May 10" with a BA in
Communication and a minor in
Leadership for Sustainability. She
will be working at Disney World in
Orlando, FL from August — January
in the Disney College

Program. Grace is the daughter of
Andrew and Mary Frances Hendrix.




Present were Mike Nichols, Patricia Tiffner, Andrew Hendrix, Robin Taylor, Connie Kramer, Pastor
Keith Getz, Betsy Dority, Kim Hendrix, Brent Shealy, Stuart Rheingold, Michael Guerette.

Meeting was called to order at 7:05pm.

Devotion by Mike Nichols on the meaning of “The Lord’s Prayer”.

Prayer concerns: Tom & Debbie Sawyer’s niece, Carl Vansant’s brother has passed away, Pastor’s
mom, Justin Trotter's mom was diagnosed with cancer. Kim Hendrix thanked everyone for their
prayers regarding her dad.

Pastor’s report: Attendance has been growing. In April 2024 was 99, in April 2025 is 130.
Confirmation classes have ended for the summer. Motion to accept by Patricia Tiffner, seconded by
Mike Nichols.

Financial secretary’s report: Need to add Thrivent funds of $202.00 to the report, hurricane funds
collected of $1,747.00. Motion to accept by Patricia Tiffner, seconded by Robin Taylor.

Treasurer’s report: South State Checking is $41,530.87, food pantry surplus $10,347.72, soup
kitchen surplus $7,725.99, actual checking balance is $70,430.87. Brent mentioned that we are
chipping away at the surplus. Motion to accept by Kim Hendrix, seconded by Patricia Tiffner.
President’s report: Workplace anniversaries this month, Becky Hughes. and Pastor Keith Getz. will
be mentioned at Sunday’s services on May 25, 2025. First Sunday lunch in June 2025. Motion to
accept by Robin Taylor, seconded by Mike Nichols.

Cemetery committee: no report.

Christian education: June 1% the Christian Ed. Committee will provide the first Sunday lunch; also,
June 1%t we will be recognizing our high school and college graduates; VBS will be from June 155-3
from 6 to 8 pm; four of our young people will be confirmed on June 8, Pentecost. We will also honor
them with a reception after lunch that day.

Endowment committee: no report.

Youth committee: Youth Sunday was a huge success.

Evangelism & Christian Care: took a meal to Julie Rogers; the Poultry Festival was a washout this
year.

Audio visual & technology: still working with the youth to finalize the AV calendar.

Mutual ministry committee: no report.

Parish Life committee: no report.

Preschool committee: graduation is Wednesday May 21, 2025, at 6;30pm; DSS approved the
inspection of the basement for the use for the students; the playground area needs more wood chips,
about 1 %% thick it should be. Enroliment is at capacity; consideration is being given to expand the
4Kclassroom.

Property committee: The first lighting project is complete.

Social ministry committee: In April the soup kitchen served 150 meals, the food pantry served 216
families; thank you to Helen Dasher for providing donations for dogs, Wes Law for bread, fruit and
ramen noodles, the Careys for books, the Metts for box of non-perishables, Calvary Church and Traffic
Circle for pears, Town of BL for Easter candy, Richard Brice for eggs, Willie Grover for bananas and
hams.

Stewardship & finance committee: no report.

Strategic planning: Stuart is exploring different scenarios, still work in progress.

Worship & music: no report. Motion to accept by Mike Nichols. seconded by Stuart Rheingold.
New business: Some church members are interested in learning how to use the AED unit.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:50pm, motion to accept by Patricia Tiffner, seconded by Mike Nichols
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EARLY SERVICE—S8:30 A.M. + SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9:50 A.M. + WORSHIP SERVICE - 11:00

June 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Graduate Sunday 9:00 AM Coffee and 9:30 AM Preschool Bulletin Deadline 7:00 PM 9:00 AM Food 9:00 AM Food
8:30 AM Worship Conversation Chapel 10 a.m. Executive Pantry Open Pantry Open
9:30 AM Sunday 6:00-8:00 PM VBS 6:00-8:00 PM VBS 10:00 AM Morning Committee
School Opening 6:30 PM Circle L Circle
10:35 AM BBW r 7:30 PM Choir
11:00 AM <4+— , practice
Worship >
First Sunday VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Lunch Sponsored
By Christian
Education
Committee
6:00-8:00 PM VBS
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Confirmation 9:00 AM Coffee and 9:30 AM Preschool Bulletin Deadline Synod 9:00 AM Food 9:00 AM Food
Sunday/Pentecost Conversation Chapel 10 a.m. Assembly Pantry Open Pantry Open
8:30 AM Worship 9:30 AM Youth Synod Synod Assembly
9:30 AM Sunday Event at Assembly
School Opening A A Starbucks
10:35 AM BBW 5:30 PM Merry
11:00 AM Worship Widows
5:00PMStewardship
& Finance
6:00 PM Preschool
7:00 PM Council
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Trinity 9:00 AM Coffee and 9:30 AM Preschool Bulletin Deadline 9:00 AM Food 9:00 AM Food
Sunday/Happy Conversation- Chapel 10 a.m. Pantry Open Pantry Open
Father’s Day canceled 10:00 AM Dorcas Newsletter
8:30 AM Worship Pastor Keith, Quilters Deadline
9:30AM Sunday vacation
School Opening
10:35 AM BBW
11:00 AM Worship K
Pastor Keith, vacation
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
8:30 AM Worship 9:00 AM Coffee and 9:30 AM Preschool Bulletin Deadline 9:00 AM Food 9:00 AM Food
9:30AM Sunday Conversation Chapel 10 a.m. Pantry Open Pantry Open
School Opening 7:00 PM Lutheran 10:30 AM Soup
10:35 AM BBW Men Kitchen
11:00 AM Worship |
29 30 1 2 3 4 5
8:30 AM Worship 9:00 AM Coffee and | 9:30 AM Preschool Bulletin Deadline 9:00 AM Food 9:00 AM Food
9:30AM Sunday Conversation Chapel 10 a.m. Pantry Closed Pantry Open
School Opening 10:00 AM Morning Office Closed
10:10AM Last Circle PN
Sunday Breakfast 7:30 PM Choir
11:00 AM Worship practice

Please check our calendar on the WLE website http.//www.wittenbergleesville.org/ for the latest infarmation.
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Wittenberg Lutheran Church PLACE
P.O. Box 3447 STAMP
Leesville, SC 29070 HERE

GATHERED IN BAPTISM + FED BY WORSHIP + SENT OUT AS SERVANTS
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